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MILITARY LITERATURE. 
E should think that to a foreign observer one 
of the most remarkable peculiarities of the 
American military service would be the absence of 
literary work. Our officers are well educated, well 
trained in professional matters, deeply interested in 
their calling, anxious for its improvement, and, to a 
fair extent, interested in literary labors. But in 
spite of all this they do exceedingly little work of a 
literary kind. It might be supposed that the mili- 
tary service of a republican country would be noted 
for incessant discussion and criticism of military 
affairs. But the truth is that if discussion takes 
place it is almost entirely confined to oral or to 
epistolary channels. When have we had the mea- 
sures of the War Department criticised or even 
commented upon by the officers of the Army or by 
members of society at large? The General of the 
Army goes on his way, fixing our policy, giving us 
our proper rank among military powers or leaving 
us without it, as he pleases, or as he and his aids 
have opportunity for action. This has always been 
our condition, and if our Army and Navy have in 
the past achieved reputation, it has been because of 
the patriotism and fidelity to duty of the men to 
whom we have given the military reputation of the 
couatry in trust. 

The explanation of this peculiarity is simple and 
entirely commercial in character. There is no mar- 
ket for military books. We lack the large standing 
army of some countries; the national organization 
of others; in short, the purchasers of military books. 
The publishers cannot afford to publish such works. 
We also lack the government aid to these valuable 
but commercially unprofitable literary labors which 
more centralized governments are willing to give. 

When we look at the periodical literature of the 
country, we find it almost equally bare of military 
topics. A railway accident, » murder out of the 
ordinary line, even the explosion of a kerosene 
lamp, is more stirring to the daily papers than the 
great question of the nation’s perils and preparation 
to meet them. There is nothing in our journalism 
which matches even in the least degree the national 
anxiety with which England discusses the organiza- 
tion of its army; the possibility of a quarrel with 
Prussia, the great terror of modern times; the needs 
of infantry, cavalry, artillery, railroad, telegraph, 
and a dozen other services. There members of Par- 
liament, editors, and private men as well, make 
these subjects their study, and the journals of Eng- 
land bring weekly and almost daily discussions of 
them. There the House of Commons, as guardian of 
the nation’s interests, has appointed numerous com- 
missions to inquire into the subject of great guns, 
small arms, and almost all the military problems. 
No one can study the records of that body without 
discovering that it is the greatest fact-collecting 
organization in the world, It spends money upon 
investigation as no other institution ean afford to 
spend it. Its fault is a fondness for collecting facts 
rather than for digesting them. It appoints a com- 
. Mission one year, and @ new one for nearly the same 
object at the next session. We canrfot recall how 
many times the battle of guns against armor has 
been fought in presence of a committee of that 
House; but it is certain that if the results obtain- 
ed in half of them had received the proper amount 
of thought, a good part of the other half would 
have been unnecessary. A reputation waits for any 
man of genius who will take the yearly records of 
British investigation upon this subject, digest them, 
and fix their lessons once for all. 

How different is our situation! The needed ex- 
penditure is not easily teazed from Congress, and 
when allowed in small measure the Army is ex- 
pected to gain strength by doubly digesting a half 
ration of experience. We do not complain alto- 
gether of this. Digestion will do more for the body 
than any amount of over-4geding. But there are 
great questions now mooted the problem of repeat- 


ing or ordinary breech-loading arms, of breech- 
loading artillery against muzzle-loading ; the prob- 
lem of field artillery ; tactics for every branch of the 
service ; in short, a vast dealin Army organization is 
to be done. These things cannot be settled for us by 
foreign investigation. They must be determined for 
our own weapons and our own troops. We are far 
from ignoring the labors which have been under- 
taken at headquarters for the improvement of the 
Army; the value of the academies, of the artillery, 
the telegraphic, the torpedo schools. Little as we 
hear the clank of the machinery, we know that a 
sound and sensible system is working out valuable 
results with lessof the noise but perhaps not less of 
the effectiveness of foreign services. 

In this work the officers of the Army and Navy 

rarely appear unless in strictly official communica- 
tions. The amount of active interest expressed by 
the people must be considered astonishingly small 
when we reflect upon the intense nationality of our 
late war, and the extremely short time which has 
rolled by since that war ended. This is a national 
peculiarity. We cannot remember the time when 
military matters, however important, absorbed the 
nation in a time of peace; except just before the 
war, when the peace party had, by years of slow 
increase, grown so large as to give the doctrines of 
peace at all times and under all circumstances @ cer- 
tain prominence. The fact that the keel of STEVENS’s 
uncompleted battery was lying on the Hoboken shore 
was pointed to asa blot upon a Christian nation. The 
first shot that struck Fort Sumter changed all that, 
and we have temporarily recovered, at least, our 
sanity. ; 
As we have said, officers do not write because there 
is no one to publish. This journal is the only one 
in the country which makes military and naval 
affairs its sole theme, and all our readers know that 
its columns are wide open for their communications. 
But publication in a periodical is different from 
publication in a book, and the one can never en- 
tirely replace the other. Still—we may frankly say 
it—we see no other relief for officers studiously in- 
clined than through our own columns. Very rarely 
a military book has qualities sufficiently popular to 
make it attractive and a publisher will take it; but 
the nature of the subject usually forbids that. We 
doubt very much if the work on cavalry which we 
are now publishing, valuable as it is, would be re- 
ceived by a publisher who has no interest in a book 
but a commercial one. Works of this kind contain- 
ing studies upon the lessons of recent experience are 
invaluable, and we will do our part in giving them 
publicity with heartiness and pleasure. 








BREECH-LOADING SMALL ARMS. 


Tr is not a little remarkable that this country, which 
pays the least attention to its own armament, is the one 
which has produced the greatest number of inventions 
in firearms; the one which has stamped the true prin- 
ciples of breech-loading arms with its name. From the 
days when the backwoodsmen of this country rejected 
the large bore of foreign weapons, and, guided by inatinct 
and experience alone, produced the steady, unerring pea 
rifle, to this day, when our attention is given with equal 
absorption to breech-loaders and metal-cased cartridges, 
our inventors have given more attention to sound prin- 
ciples of construction} than to excellence of workman- 
ship, which will sometimes give success to a weapon 
otherwise of only second rank. That steady adherence 
to the discovery of correct principles, rather than to the 
improvement of particular arms, has been of great ser- 
vice, not merely in perfecting firearms as a class, but 
also in giving to American invention the character and 
definiteness of aim which are such valuable drill-mas- 
ters to the inventor. Buta monopoly of this kind can 
be carried too far. A point is after a time reached 
where workmanship assisting invention can produce bet- 
ter results than even progress of discovery. 

This point seems to have been reached by the students 
of military weapons. The rifle, the loading at the 
breech, the use of the metallic cartridge as a breech« 
closer, form a combination of principles which seemg to 
be pretty near the boundary line of progress so far as 
principles are concerned ; at least our inventions of this 





| kind are about equal to our present capacity tosppreciate 





improvement. Now attention is almost entirely given to 
the method in which these principles are applied in par- 
ticular guna, and the rivalry of inventors takes a shape 
in which their special ingenuity and the simplicity born 
of ability and study combined are trusted to win the 
day. Itis no longer a battle of systems, but a battle of 
devices ; no longer a war of savants and mathematicians 
against prejudice, but a struggle of ingenious inventors 
and skilled mechanies to make the best working arm. 
The officers who compose Army boards have their opinions 
upon the question of paper versus metallic cartridges ; of 
needle versus bolt guns ; but they have neither opinion nor 
prejudice against a new construction of the breech, but 
coldly and upsympathizingly put it through the sand 
test, the salt water, the damaged cartridge, the rough 
handling, and all the other tests. It is at this stage of 
improvement that ;men who, like Messrs. Burton and 
Ward, have hit upon a mechanism that is simple, 
strong, and effective, find themselves and their inventions 
in demand, A year ago (April 2, 1870), the ARMy AND 
Navy JOURNAL gave a description of the weapon, with 
cuts illustrating the principal working parts. "We see in 
Spon’s Dictionary of Engineering,” published in Lon- 
don, a very careful description and strong commendation 
ofthearm. The article gives the report of the St. Louis 
Army Board, and then proceeds to discuss the rifle in 
question ; first laying down the following schedule of 
qualities indispensable to a good breech-loader ; 

from a breech-loading firearta, the 


ed A, B, C, etc., are indispensable : 
light, strong, serviceable, cheap, and 


To obtain the full advan‘ 
eeen, hye mar 
(A). The arm should be 
readil 


y made, 
_(B). The breech action simple and — understood ; the 
bined pieces easily m a to effect cleaning or 
afterward easily united without the use of tools. | 

(C). The parts of the breech subject to motion should be well 
protected from sand, dirt, or wet; capable of long-continued and 
rapid firing without having but seldom to be cleaned. 

(D). The gun should give a low trajectory with light recoil. 

(E). The breech should resist squarely and effectively the force of 
the explosion ; it should haveits resisting — equally distributed 
all round the axis of the bore of the barrel. 

(F). The breech should be so constructed that, in the event of a 
damaged cartridge being u or in the case of a cartridge bursting, 
asis often the case, particularly with the Boxer, the escaping gas 
should be directed off so that it could in no way injure the face or 
eyes of the soldier, 

(G). The breech mechanism should be composed of but few parts, 
and be of a nature not easily or ken when in use; 
there should be few, if any, screws to be removed, so that in the 
event of a casualty the soldier can repair damages upon the field of 
action without the aid of an armorer. 

(H). A breech-loa: ng gun is not perfect that is confined to the 
exclusive use of a special cartridge; and that cartridge should be 


fire and water proot—not to be ignited by exploding of shells, or 
d by damp, rain, or from 


amaged by i Sesngpented. 
we(1). And, lastly, a firearm should ‘have the stock in one piece, 


and not made up of different Pieres. 
The gun invented by Bethel Burton, with its details, satisfies all 
(A), (B), (©), ete. Be- 


the requirements which we have marked 

sides, it is ———} even when firing loose powder, to blow out 
the movable , Which is suited to any calibre. The piece 
weighs but eight pounds, and its penetration is great. 

The writer also speaks of the gun as “the most per- 
fect and complete breech-loading firearm that has fallen 
under our notice.” 

Although the report of the St. Louis board placed the 
Ward-Burton sixth on the list of best guns, the author- 
ities at headquarters do not seem entirely satisfied with - 
this verdict, and have ordered a thousand rifles and three 
hundred carbines to be made at Springfield on the 
Ward-Burton model. Thus it will be seen that though 
we are not urged by national alarms, nor by fear of pow- 
erful neighbors, to undertake those great radical changes 
of armament which mark the history of some other 
countries, we are not altogether destitute of preparation 
for possible emergencies. With the very great facilities 
for the manufacture of arms which we possess, we could 
in a month’s time supply fifty regiments with any rifle 
selected, and after the first. month fifteen or twenty regi- 
ments could be armed each week. This would be far 
from an assuring outlook if we had an ever alert Prussia 
on our border, ready to end a war in six weeks or six 
months; but under the circumstances which actually 
exist, we can perhaps better afford to wait until service 
experiments have decided which is the most available 
gun, than hastily take up with one which we may after- 
wards have to throw away. Three guns are now, or soon 
will be, in the hands of the troops for experiment, the 
Allen, Remington, and the Ward-Burton, and we would 
gladly see others subjected to the same test, The Govern- 
ment would probably need little persuasion, troublesome 
as the introduction of arms on trial might be for a time. 
Trouble, however, is of little account in view of the 
great importance of the question of anew arm; but we 
fear there are few inventors or manufacturers who are 
in a position or willing to take the risk of giving the 
necessary guarantee. 

Twenty years:ago “peace principles” had made such 
progress among public men that it is to a “ peace minis- 
try” of England that the Five 


com- 
and 





ean war is charged. 
great ware, in the Orimes, in America, in Aus- 
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tria, and in France, have given those principles a shock 
from which they will not lightly recover. So far from 
trusting to diplomacy for the settlement of international 
quarrels, we find the appeal to arms in favor; and so far 
from beating spears into pruning-hooks, the thought of 
statesmen now is how to “convert” ploughshares into 
swords at the lowest cost. Probably the most general 
feeling in England to-day is that the country has been 
too neglectful of its military power, and the questions of 
armament and of army organization are the foremost ones 
in British politics. After seven months of tremendous 
fighting France and Germany find themselves equal in 
one respect: the Chassepot and the needle-gun must both 
be discarded. "With lessons likathese before us, our Gov- 
ernment would be exceedingly remiss if it passed the 


same question of armament by without giving it the 


most careful attention. The introduction of two arms 
for a thorough service test is the best step yet made and 
in exactly the right direction. Our military authorities 
have already shown their appreciation of the subject, and 
the necessity of providing breech-loaders in quantity and 
as speedily as possible was urged in the last annual re- 
ports of the officers at the head of the Army in the most 
specific terms. 


BREVET Major-General George L. Hartsuff, lieutenant- 
colonel and assistant adjutant-general U. S. Army, has 
published an outline description of the posts and stations 
of troops in the Military Division of the Missouri, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan. The in- 
formation is obtuined principally from the post com- 
manders, and includes the date of the establishment of 
each post, a description of the quarters, storehouses, and 
other buildings, the location of supply depots, the 
amount of quartermaster’s and subsistence stores kept on 
hand, the sources of supply for wood and water, the loca- 
tion of the nearest Indians, the miners, the reservations, 
and a description of the country, the climate, and the 
products indigenous to the soil, and the means of com- 
munication. Bound up with this are the roster and sta- 
tions of troops and a pile of the general orders for the 
year 1870. The description of the posts was first pub- 
lished in 1869. It has been now reprinted in a more 
portable and convenient form, and additional information 
given down to the close of last year. The volume is not 
only valuable to the officers of the Army, but forms a 
convenient hand-book for civilians travelling in the sec- 
tion of country covered by the Department. 


THE ARMY. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 23, 1871. , 
General Orders No. 5. 
By direction of the President, the headquarters De- 
sewer ney of the South is transferred from Atlanta, 
rgia, to Louisville, Kentucky. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 




















ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
r WASHINGTON, March 4, 1871. 
General Orders No. 17. 

I. Tue following transfers of troops are made, and the 
movements will take place under the direction of the 
department commanders where the troops are now serv- 
i 


HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY 


ist. A regiment of infant the one that can be 
best spared and which has soreat Soni on the frontier) 
is transfered from the Department of the Platte to the 
Department of the South, to proceed by rail to Louisville, 
Ky., to report for assignment to the department com- 
mander 


2d. The Seventh Cavalry from the Department of 
the Missouri to the Department of the South; eight 
eompanies to proceed by boat from Fort Leavenworth 
to Louisville, Ky., and the other four companies to fol- 
low by the same route as soon as they can be spared. 

3d. The Sixth Cavalry from the Department of 
Texas to the Department of the Missouri: six compa- 
nies to march as early as posible, and the other six com- 
poe to follow as soon as they can be relieved 
y other cavalry now serving in the same department; this 
regiment to march to Fort Sill in the Indian country 
and thence to such points and by such routes as the 
commanding general of the Department of the Missouri 
Gun ‘The school of 

e school of instruction for light artill 

at Fort Riley, Kansas, will be Bl and the 

tteries distributed to the headquarters of their 

ve regiments, where the instruction and practice will 
be .ontinued under the immediate supervision of the 

pective colonels. 


iattery K, First Artillery, with guns, horses, and | absol legal represen 
cquipments complete, will be shipped from Fort Leaven- | Yon A. spooter hs(has) amigned his interes in sad lease ta the 
1 by boat to Pittsburgh, thence by rail to Fort Ham-| Southwestern Iron Company, and the said Southwestern Iron 
ilton, New York Harbor, or such fort as may be appointed Company have requested the United States to convey the said 


gy <-  ayty teal het , 

Battery A, Second Arti , will turn in their battery 
dil eeicatacataesomeel cxtnun Leavenworth, and 
their horses to the Quartermaster’s Department for issue 


5 


as a four-gun battery. 
Battery C, Third Artillery, 1 
ville, Ky., and thence by rail to Charleston, 8. C., which 
will be made the headquarters of the Third Artillery, to 
which point Colonel George W. Getty will proceed and 
take post, subject to the orders of the commanding gen- 
eral of the — of the South. 
Battery B, Fourth Artillery, will proceed from Fort 
Leavenworth, by boat, to Parkersburg, West Va., or Be- 
lair, Ohio, and thence by rail to Fort McHenry, Md, 
the headquarters of that regiment. 
IL. The officers in cnbinanbat these several detachments 
will report from time to time, by letter or telegraph, to 
the commanding generals of the departments to which 
they are hereby assigned their routes and movements 


plies. 
By commard of General Sherman. 
E. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 





Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 6, 1871. 


General Orders No. 18. 


(Private Reso.utTion—No. 7.) 


Jorn? Resoivtion authorizing the Secratary of War to audit and 
pay the claim of Robert T. Kirkpatrick, a loyal citizen of Ten- 
nessee. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of R 
United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That the Secretary 
of War be, and he is hereby, directed to examine and pay the 
claim of Robert T. Kirkpatrick, of Nashville, Tennessee, for ma- 
terials taken and used, by military orders, in building a fort for 
the defence of said city; i That said amount so allowed 
shall not exceed the sum of twenty thousand five hundred and 
twenty-three dollars ; And d further, That this‘shall be final. 

Approved February 15, 1871. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TowNsEnD, Adjutant-General. 


esentatives of the 





Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 6, 1871. 


General Orders No. 19. 


The following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and government of all concerned : 


(GengeRnaL Nature—No, 30.) 
Ay ae to provide for the disposition of useless military reserva- 
ons. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is nee authorized and empowered to transfer to the 
custody and control of the Secretary of the Interior, for disposition 
for " orsmmeng t0 he existing laws of the United States relat- 
ing to the public s, after appraisement, to the highest bidder, 
and at not jess than the appraised value, nor at less than one do!lar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, the United States military reserva- 
tions at Forts Lane and Walla-Walla, in the State of Oregon; Fort 
in the State of Kansas; Camp McG , in the State of 
N ; Fort Sumner, fin,the Territory of New Mexico; Forts Jes- 
sup and Sabine, in the State of Louisiana; Fort Wayne and Fort 
Smith, in the State of Arkansas; such portions of the Fort Aber- 
crumbia[ie) reservation as lies east of the Red River of the North ; 


and such portions of the reservation at Fort Bridger, in the Terri- 
tory of oming, as may no longer be required for military 
purposes; Provided, That the Secretary of the Interior shall, when- 


“ ? 

ever in his opinion the public interests may require it, cause any of 
the Smgeing reservations, or thereof, to be subdivided into 
tracts less than forty acres each, or into town lots; And provided 
also, That each subdivision shall be appraised and offered sepa- 
mm | at public outcry, to the highest bidder, as hereinbefore pro- 

ded, after which any unsold iand or lot shall be subject to at 
private entry for the appraised value, at the proper land office ; 
f Y urther, That should there be improvements of 
buildings, or of building materials, or other valuable property, the 
Secretary of the Interior shall have them appraised; and no patent 
shall issue for the real estate until the improvements are paid for, 
at the appraised value thereof, under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by the said Secre a 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the right is hereby granted 
to Dalles City to have and use the waters of Mill creek flowing 
through the military reservation uf Fort Dalles, Oregon, and the 
right of way to convey the same through said reservation for the 
purposes of supplying Dalles City with water, and for manufactur- 


ing purposes. 
nC. 3. And be ut further enacted, That permission is granted to 
the corporated authorities of Dalles City to extend Liberty sireet 
southerly, on the linc of the same, ugh said reservation, and 
the land lying east thereof be, and the same is, granted to said 
Dalles City, in fee, oS payment to the United States there- 
for the sum of five do per acre. 
SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That the land hereby granted 
to said city shall be surveyed under the direction of the Surveyor- 
Genwral for the State of Oregon upon application to him made by 
the mayor of said city; and the expenses of such survey shall be 
paid by said Dalles City. 
Approved February 24, 1871. 
By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TownsEND, Adjutant-General. 





War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, March 6, 1871. , 


General Orders No. 20. 


Thé following resolution of Congress is published for 
the information and government of all concerned : 


{ResotvuTion—No. 13.] 


A Resouution authorizing the sale of the Chattanooga rolling- 
mill property at Chattanooga, Tennessee, to the Southwestern 
Iron Company. 

Wueneas, The United States, on the fifth day of October, eigh- 

teen hundred and sixty-five, did, in consideration of the sum of 

one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, lease to John A. 

Spooner, of Plymouth, Massachusetts, his legal representatives 

and assigns, all the property known as the United States military 

rolling-mill, in Chattanooga, State of Tennessee, and all the build- 
ings, tools, machinery, fixtures, furniture, equipments, and appur- 
necting said mill with the Nash Sant Chae —- Railroad, for 

sai e ville an tan i for 
two years from the date of said lease, with the further agreement 

—- i tae = the vie len oe would, upon the re- 

uest 0! ol . Spooner, representatives or as— 

a transfer, and convey said mill, buildi i 


machinery, and so forth, to the said Southwestera 


Greostood by th Senate and House 


of America in Congress 


ey United 
] the Secretary of War 
and he is , authorized, in consideration of the amount 


, Will be sent by boat to,Louis- 


The following joint resolution of Congress is publish- - ate ; : 
. , . | president of the commission for instructions. 
ed for the information and government of all concerned ; quartermaster at Fort Leavenworth is authorized and 


ta~ | ments: First Lieutenant 


der will cause the battery to be re-equipped and mounted a oe, mele, fixtures, —e equipments, , and 


with the rai 
and Cha’ 
Railroad, to the Southwestern Iron Company. 
Approved February 14, 1871. 


By order of the Secretary of War. 
E. D. TownsEND, Adjutant-General. 





_ ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Issued from the Adjutant-General’s Office for the week ending 
March 7, 1871. 

Tuesday, February 28. 

CoLONEL James A. Hardie, inspector-general U. 8. 
Army, Major Judson D. Bingham, quartermaster U. 8. 
Army, and Major T. H. Stanton, paymaster U. 8. Army, 
are hereby detailed as commissioners, under the act ap- 
proved February 2, 1871, “to reimburse the State of 


that suitable arrangements may be made for their sup-|/- for moneys expended for the United States in 


enrolling, equipping, and provisioning militia forces to 
aid in suppressing the rebellion.” They will assemble 
at Fort Levenworth, Kansas,on the 15th day of March, 
1871, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the purpose 
of taking the necessary {oaths and entering upon the 
ormance of their duties. Second Lieutenant Charles 

. Hinton, Eighteenth Infantry, is detailed as recorder 
of the commission, and will report by letter to the 
The depot 


directed to provide a suitable apartment for the sessions 
of the commission, and also to furnish, on the requisition 
of the commission, the stationery required for their 


duties. 
Wednesday, March 1. 


First Lieutenant James Humbert, Seventeenth Infan- 
try, having been relieved from duty on recruiting ser- 
vice, will proceed without delay to join his regiment in 
the Department of Dakota. 

Leave of absence for thirty days is hereby granted to 
Captain James Gillis, assistant quartermaster U. S. 


Army. 
P Thursday, March 2. 


Firat Lieutenant R. M. Hall, First Artillery, is hereby 
authorized to draw mileage from Fort Hamilton, New 
York Hurbor, to Washington, D. C.,and return, under the 
letter of Feb. 10, 1871, from this office, authorizing him to 
come to this city for conference with the agent of the 
United States before the Mexican Claims Commission. 
The commission instituted in Special Orders No. 81, 
current series, consisting of Colonel James A. Hardie, 
inspector-general ; Major Judson D. Bingham, quarter- 
master; Major Thaddeus H. Stanton, paymaster, will 
also act as commissioners, under the joint resolution ap- 
proved February 9, 1871, “authorizing the sale of a 
portion of the Fort Leavenworth military reservation to 
the Kansas Agricultural and Mechanical Association of 
Leavenworth county, in the State of Kansas, for fair 
grounds.” The commission will meet at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, on the 15th day of March, 1871, or as 
soon thereafter as practicable, to examine and report, 
without unnecessary delay, the true value of the land [de- 
scribed in the joint resolution] to the Secretary of War. 
Friday, March 3. 


A board of officers, to consist of Captain James Mc- 
Millan, Third Artillery; Assistant Surgeon John S. Bil- 
lings; First Lieutenant Thomas H. Bradley, Twenty- 
first Infantry, will assemble in this city on the 6th in- 
stant, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to examine into 
and report upon the qualifications of William Tyler, late 
sergeant Company B, First Infantry, for appointment as 
superintendent of national cemetery. The applicant 
must fulfil the conditions prescribed in General Orders 
No. 64, of 1867, from this office. The junior member of 
the board will act as recorder. 

The telegraphic instructions of March 1, 1871, from 
this effice, directing the commanding general Military 
Division of the Pacific to send First Lieutenant James 
E. Batchelder, Second Cavalry, under guard to head- 
} a Department of Dakota for trial, are hereby con- 

ed. 


Leaveof absence for fifteen days is hereby granted 
Colonel§Edward Hatch, Ninth Cavalry, superintendent 
Mounted Recruiting Service. 

Saturday, March 4. 


As soon as existing orders for forwarding recruits to 
organizations have been complied with, the superintend- 
ent General Recruiting Service, Western Division, will 
forward, under proper charge, one hundred recruits 
from those which are or may from time to time become 
disposable at the depot to Omaha, Nebraska, where they 
will be reported, upon arrival, to the commanding gen- 
eral Department of the Platte for assignment to the 
Fourteenth Infantry. 
As soon as existing orders for forwarding recruits to or- 
izations have been complied with, the superintendent 
a Recruiting Service, Eastern Division, will 
forward, under proper charge, one hundred recruits from 
those which are or may from time to time become dis- 
posable at the depot to Galveston, Texas, where they will 
be reported by telegraph, upon arrival, to the command- 
ing officer Department of Texas for assignment to the 


Tenth Infantry. 
Monday, March 6. 

Captain George D. Hill, U. 8. Army, (retired), is 
hereby relieved from duty as Indian agent atthe Tulalip 
Indian Reservation, Washington Territory, and will upon 
the receipt of this order proceed to his home. 

The following named officers are hereby relieved from 
duty as Indian agents, and will upon the receipt of this 
order proceed without delay to join their respective regi- 
ohn B. Hanson, Tenth Infan- 
ey; First Lieutenant John A. Manley, Twentieth In- 

‘an 


Hexpital Steward Joseph Y. Potts, now on duty in the 
office of the Surgeon-General, will, at his own request, be 
es Speen: 6 Be United States, to date 
March 5, 1871. 

So much of Special Orders No. 6, paragraph 1, = 
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take effect January 4, 1871, is hereby amended to read ; 
Second Lieutenant Sumner H. Bodfish, Sixth Cavalry. 

Colonel J. J. Reynolds, Third Cavalry, commanding 
the Department of Texas, having completed the business 
for which he was ordered to this city, will return with- 
out delay to the headquarters of his department. 

Leave of absence for thirty days is hereby granted Sec- 
end Lieutenant Daniel F. Stiles, Tenth Infantry. 

Leave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
Captain John M. Hamilton, Fifth Cavalry, at the expira- 
tion of which he will report to the commanding general 
Department of the Platte, for assignment to duty with 
his regiment. : 

The leave of absence granted Major Henry R. Mizner, 
Twelfth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 5, January 9, 
1871, from headquarters Military Division of the Pacific, 
is hereby extended four months. 








ARMY PERSONAL, 


LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted Second 
Lieutenant G. N. Whistler, Fifth Artillery, March 3. 

LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant M. C. Grier, Fourth Artillery, March 1. 

Paymaster V. OC. Hanna, U.S. Army, was ordered 
March 3 to proceed to Fort Gratiot, Michigan, and pay 
the troops at that posf. 

THE leave of absence granted Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. 
Hunt, Twentieth Infantry, in Post Orders, Fort Aber- 
crombie, D. T., was extended twenty days February 25. 


THE extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant Frank Thorp, Fifth Artillery, from headquarters 
Department of the East, has been further extended ten 
days. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days was granted Captain 
H. G. Thomas, Twentieth Infantry, February 23, with 
permission to apply through the proper channels for an 
extension of thirty days. 


THE seven days’ leave of absence granted Captain R. 
E. Johnson, First Infantry, in Special Orders No. 10, 
current series, headquarters Fort Porter, New York, was 
extended three days February 22. 


THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending March 7, 
1871: Major W. 8. King, surgeon U. 8S. Army; Captain 
C. W. Howell, Corps of Engineers; Assistant Surgeon 
H. R. Tilton, U. 8. Army. 


HospitaL Steward Isaac H. Wilson, U. S. Army, was 
relieved from duty at{Fort Smith, Arkansas, February 27, 
and ordered to proceed without delay to Fort Sill, 1. T., 
where he will report in person to the commanding officer 
of that post for assignment to duty. 

SpeciAL Orders No. 5, of February 16, 1871, from 
headquarters First Infantry, ordering First Lieutenant 
F. M. Lynde, First Infantry, to join his company (C) 
at Fort Porter, New York, were approved by orders 
from headquarters Department of the Lakes. 


PAYMASTER Simeon Smith, U. 8S. Army, was ordered 
March 1 to proceed to and pay the troops at the follow- 
ing named posts, on completion of which duty he will 
return to his station: Fort Porter, N. Y.; Fort Niagara, 
N. Y.; Fort Ontario, N. Y.; Madison Barracks, N. Y. 


SeconpD Lieutenant Wm. F. Gardner, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry, was ordered February 9 to proceed to San 
Elizario, Texas, and determine the number, locality, and 
condition of graves of deceased officers and soldiers of the 
U. 8. Army in that vicinity. Upon the completion of 
that duty he will rejoin his station and make full report 
to the headquarters of his regiment, Fort Bliss, Texas. 


A GENERAL Courtemartial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Independence, Mass., March 1. Detail for the 
court: Major W. Hays, Fifth Artillery; Assistant 
Surgeon W. H. Gardner, U.S. Army; First Lieutenant 
John McClellan, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant G. 
N. Whistler, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant A. L. 
Morton, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant W. B. Weir, 
Fifth Artillery. First Lieutenant Frederick Robinson, 
Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Laramie, W.T., February 2. Detail for the court : 
Captain John Rziha, Fourth Infantry; Captain Avery 
B. Cain, Fourth Infantry; Captain William 8. Collier, 
¥ourth Infantry ; Captain Robert P. Wilson, Fifth Cav- 
alry; First Lieutenant Thomas F. Quinn, Fourth Infan- 
try; Second Lieutenant Butler D. Price, Fourth Infan- 
try. First Lieutenant David L. Ezekiel, Fourth Infan- 
try, judge-advocate. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Garland, C. T., March 9. Detail for the court: 
Major A. J. Alexander, Eighth Cavalry; Assistant Sur- 
geon Ely McClellan, U. 8S. Army; Captain Samuel B. 
M. Young, Eighth Cavalry; Captain Charles Hobart, 
Eighth Cavalry ; Second Lieutenant John W. Bean, Fif- 
teenth Intantry ; Second Lieutenant Cyrus M. De Lany, 
Fifteenth Infantry. First Lieutenant James M. Ropes 
Eighth Cavalry, judge-advocate. : 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to m 
Fort Wayne, Mich. March 6. Detail for the seek: 
Captain I. D. DeRussy, First Infantry ; Captain Kinzie 
Bates, First Infantry; Captain Fergus Walker, First 
Infantry ; First Lieutenant R. G. Heiner, First Infan- 
try ; First Lieutenant Thomas Sharp, First Infantry; 
Second Lieutenant Charles A. Booth, First Infantry ; 
aa gg Smet ray J. Sumner Rogers, First Infantry. 

irst Lieutenant Allen Smith, adj i , 
inp abeeanen , adjutant First Infantry, 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to m: 

Fort Wadsworth, W. T., March 10. Detail for the or 
Captain J. C. Bates, Twentieth Infantry ; Captain Wil- 
liam Stanley, Twentieth Infantry; Captain J. §. Mc- 
Naught, Twentieth Infantry ; First Lieutenant William 
Hawley, Twentieth Infantry; First Lieutenant Alex- 





ander Wishart, Twentieth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant 


. os 
E. Turnock, Twentieth Infantry. Assistant Surgeon C. 


E. Munn, U. 8. Army, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Camp Supply, L T., March 15. Detail for the court: 
Lieutenant-Colonel John W. Davidson, Tenth Cavalry; 
Captain John H. Page, Third Infantry ; Captain Joseph 
B. Rife, Sixth Infantry ; Assistant Surgeon J. A. Fitzger- 
ald, U. S. Army ; Second Lieutenant William 8S. Mackay, 
Third Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Alex. M. Wetherill, 
Sixth Infantry; Second Lieutenant Silas Pepoon, Tenth 
Cavalry; Second Lieutenant R. T. Jacob, Jr., Sixth 
Infantry; Second Lieutenant Levi P. Hunt, Tenth 
Cavalry. Captain Robert P. Hughes, Third Infantry, 
judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Hamilton, New York harbor, March 8. Detail for 
the court: Captain H. W. Closson, First Artillery; 
Captain L. L. Langdon, First Artillery; First Lieuten- 
ant R. M. Hall, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant E. D. 
Wheeler, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant J. W. Dil- 
lenback, First Artillery; First Lieutenant T. H. B. 
Counselman, First Artillery; First Lieutenant D. D. 
Wheeler, First Artillery ; First Lieutenant F. 0. Nichols, 
First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant D. M. }Taylor, First 
Artillery. First Lieutenant J. P. Sanger, First Artil- 
lery, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Trumbull, Conn., March 8. Detail for the court: 
Captain G. A. Kensel, Fifth Artillery; Captain F. L. 
Guenther, Fifth Artillery; Assistant Surgeon D. L. 
Huntington, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant C. C. Mc- 
Connell, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant S. M. Mills, 
Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant T. R. Adams, 
Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant O. H. Howard, 
Fifth Artillery. Second Lieutenant Fric Bergland, 
Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Shaw, M. T., March 10. Detail for the court: 
Colonel John Gibbon, Seventh Infantry; Surgeon F. L. 
Town, U. S. Army; Captain H. B. Freeman, Seventh 
Infantry ; Captain T. S. Kirtland, Seventh Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant G. N. Bomford, Seventh Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant William Quinton, Seventh Infantry; 
Second Lieutenant M. C. Sanbourne, Seventh Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant Daniel Robinson, Seventh Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant F. M. H. Kendricks, Seventh Infan- 
try. Second Lieutenant A. H. Jackson, Seventh Infan- 
try, judge-advocate. 


BEFORE a General Court-martial, which convened at 
Fort Sully, D. T., and of which Colonel D. 8. Stanley, 
Twenty-second Infantry, is president, Captain 8. A. 
Wainwright, Twenty-second Infantry, was arraigned 
and tried on the charges, first, “Absence without 
leave,” second, “Neglect of duty.” He was found 
not guilty of the first charge, but guilty of the second 
charge, and was sentenced “To be confined to the 
limits of the military reservation of the post or station 
where he may be serving for two months, and to forfeit to 
the United States $100 per month of his monthly pay for 
the same period.” The proceedings, findings, and sen- 
tence of the court are approved by of Major-General 
Hancock. 


CaprTaIn Charles J. Dickey, Twenty-second Infaniry, 
was arraigned and tried before a General Court-martial 
which convened at Fort Sully, D. T., of which Colonel 
D. 8S. Stanley, Twenty-second Infantry, is president, on 
the charges, first, “ Conduct to the prejudice of good or- 
der and military discipline,” second, “ Conduct unbe- 
coming an officer and a gentleman.” He was found 
guilty of the first charge and not guilty of the second, 
and was sentenced to be confined to the limits of the 
reserve of the military post at which he may be serving 
for three calendar months, and to forfeit one half of his 
monthly salary for the same period. The proceedings, 
findings, and sentence of the court are approved by Ma- 
jor-Genera] Hancock. | 


TuHE staff of the commander Military Division of the 
Missouri, as at present constituted, conforming to Gen- 
eral Orders No. 7, Adjutant-General’s Office, current se- 
ries, is as follows, viz.: Personal—Lieutenant-Colonel 
George A. Forsyth, militar ysecretary; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel James W. Forsyth, aide-de-camp; Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel M. V. Sheridan, aide-de-camp. Division—Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel George L. Hartsuff, assistant adjutant-gene- 
ral; Colonel James A. Hardie, inspector-general ; Colo- 
nel D. H. Rucker, depot and chief quartermaster; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel H. F. Clarke, depot and chief commissa- 
ry; Captain Morris J. Asch, attending surgeon; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cary H. Fry, chief paymaster; Captain 
John W. Barlow, chief engineer. 


AT a meeting of a majority of the officers of the post 
of Fort Richardson, Texas, held on the 30th day of Janu- 
ary, 1871, and of which Captain J. A. Irwin, Sixth Cav- 
alry, was chairman, and Lieutenant Gilbert E. Overton, 
Sixth Cavalry, was secretary, it was unanimously “ Re- 
solved, that as the operation of the late ‘Army bill’ 
will remove from our midst our comrade Captain Ed- 
win Mauck, Sixth Cavalry, we assemble to-night for the 
purpose of expressing our sincere sorrow at thus bei 
compelled to lose the society of a pleasant gentleman 
personal friend, and to assure him that although his 
connection with the Army is thus suddenly severed, and 
our paths in life: may henceforward widely diverge, he 
leaves us carrying with him our best wishes for his future 
happiness and success and with the full assurance of our 
warmest regard andesteem. Resolved, that one copy of 
these resolutions be furnished Captain Mauck, one copy 
sent to the ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL, and one copy to 
the Philadelphia Press, for publication.” 


Wriu1am McELroy, late first lieutenant Twenty-fifth 
Infantry, having returned to civil life, and be 
ing about to leave the post of Fort Stockton, 
Texas, where he ‘has been stationed, in conse- 
quence of his honorable muster out of the Army, some 
of his former fellow-officers addressed a letter to him on 


much esteemed companion and an honorable man,” and 
also their regret that the service has lost in hima 

and worthy officer. They also tender to Mr. M 

their best wishes for the future, hoping that it may be 
“bright and prosperous,” and that he may ever meet 
with the appreciation his “patriotic caatieh during 
the war and his ae merits so well deserved.” This 
letter is signed by Major J. F. Wade, Ninth Cavalry, 
commanding post; Captains F. S. Dodge and Michael 
Cooney, Ninth Cavalry; Captain Louis Johnson, Twenty- 
fourth Infantry; First Lieutenant James N. Morgan, 
Twenty-fourth Infantry; First Lieutenants Francis 
Moore, L M. Starr, Patrick Cusack, and W. B. Brunton, 
Ninth Cavalry; Captain P. J. A. Cleary, assistant sur- 
geon U.S. Army; A. De Loffee, acting assistant surgeon 
U.S. Army; md Lieutenant Edward Allsworth, 
Twenty-fifth Infantry; Second Lieutenants M. B. 
Hughes and John Conline, Ninth Cavalry. 


THE following is the present staff of the commander 
of the Department of the Platte, modified conformably to 
General Orders No. 7, current series, from the War 

Department: Personal staff—Captain George B. Russell 
Ninth Infantry, aide-de-camp; Captain Henry G. Litch- 
field, Second Artillery, aide-de-camp. Department staff 
—Major George D. Ruggles, Adjutant-General’s Depart- 
ment, adjutant-general; Major Herbert P. Curtis, 
Judge-Advocate’s Department, judge-advocate; Major 
Alex. J. Perry, Quartermaster’s Department, chief quar- 
termaster, purchasing and depot quartermaster ; Captain 
John W. Barriger, Subsistence Departanent, chief com- 
missary, purchasing and depot commissary of subsis- 
tence; Surgeon Joseph B. Brown, Medical Department, 
medical director and attending surgeon; Major Benja- 
min Alvord, Pay Department, chief paymaster; Captain 
William A. Jones, Corps of Engineers, engineer officer ; 
Captain John R. McGinness, Ordnance Department, chief 
ordnance officer. The following are relieved : Major Nelson 
B. Sweitzer, Second Cavalry, late acting assistant in- 
spector-general ; he will report/to headquarters of his regi- 
ment for duty at Omaha Barracks, Neb.; Second Lieuten- 
ant Adolphus W. Greely, Fifth Cavalry late acting chief 
signal officer ; he will report to thecommanding officer of 
Fort Laramie for duty with his company at that ; 
Captain J. H. Belcher, assistant quartermaster U. “oe Ms 
depot quartermaster at Omaha; he willreport for instruc- 
tions, by letter, to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 
The acting assistant surgeon on duty as-attending sur- 
geon in this city isrelieved from further duty, and will 
report to the medical director for annulment of contract. 


BEFORE a General Court-martial which convened at 
Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., and of which Colonel John H. 
Hing, Ninth Infantry, is president, and Captain George 
B. Russell, Ninth Infantry, judge-advocate, Second Lieu- 
tenant Robert H. Young, Fourth Infantry, was arraign- 
ed and tried on the charges, first, “ Conduct unbecoming 
an officer and a gentleman,” second,“Conduct to the preju- 
dice of good order and military discipline.” The specifica- 
tions cover the allegation that the accused returned a com- 
munication from the headquarters of the Thirteenth In- 
fantry with an improper and disrespectful endorsement. 
The court acquitted him of the first charge, but found 
him guilty of the second charge, and sentenced him to 
be reprimanded in General Orders by the commanding 
general Department of the Platte. General Augur in | 
reviewing the proceedings of the court says: “The find- 
ing of acquittal under the second specification to the 
first charge is disapproved, as it appears to the review- 
ing authority to be in conflict, not only with the evi- 
dence in the case, but with Lieutenant Young’s written 
admissions; every allegation in it being manifestly 
founded in fact and sustained by proof, except one, viz., 
that which delares the offensive statement forming the 
base of the specification to have been ‘wilfully false 
and intended to deceive.’ With this exception the pro- 
ceedings, findings, and sentence are approved. The re- 
ply made by Lieutenant Young to an official communi- 
cation from his superior and commanding officer was in- 
disputably improper and discourteous in tone, and a se- 
rious breach of official and military good manners. 
Lieutenant Young calls attention in his defence to the 
fact that he has been honorably mentioned in orders for 
services in this department against hostile Indians. He 
can scarcely need to be reminded that no gallantry in 
the field, however conspicuous, can justify insubordina- 
tion and want of official decorum in the ordinary duties 
of military life, and the reviewing authority is compelled 
to say that he finds these offences gravely prominent in 
the act for which , Lieutenant Young has been recently 
brought to trial before a military court. Lieutepant 
Young will be released from arrest and restored to duty.” 








AssisTANtT Supervisor R. T. Gaines, of the Internal 
Revenue Department, accompanied by ty United 
States Marshal A. H. Ottarson and a sq of Federal 
soldiers, left Nashville February 27 for a raid on illicit 
distilleries. They succeeded in breaking up twelve distil- 
leries. About 36,000 gallons of beer were eat at 
Shellmount. In Smith county the party was on by 
bushwhackers, but no one was injured. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Headquarters Third Cavalry, from Camp Halleck, Nev., to Drum 


Barracks, Cal., February 18. + 
ird Ca’ from Camp Halleck, Nev., to Fort 
Company Third walt, pee P ’ ’ 


Fe’ 18. ‘ 
Titre ev axth Cavalry, from Department of Texas to 
De entof the Missouri, March 4. Ordered. 
tire regiment, Seventh Cavalry. t of the Mis- 
gouri to the Department of the Suoth, 3 
Company K, First om ang from Fort Kiley, Ks, to Fort 
Hamilton, New York Harbor, March 4. Ordered. 
Company B, Fourth Artill , from Fort Riley, Ks., to Fort 
McHenry, Md., March 4. f 
Company A, Second Artillery from Fort Riley, Ks., to Presidio, 
Francisco, Cal., March 4. 


‘uarters Third Artillery, from Key West, Fla., to Charles- 
ton, 8. C., March 4. Ordered. 
See 


No 








J. 


A. Yeckley, Twentieth Infantry; Second Lieutenant 


the 3ist.of January, expressing their regret at losing “a 





S. 73 change in station of headquarters or companies of infantry 
reported since February 28. 
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LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE. 
Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which] they are sent to 


the Dead-Letter Office, Washington: 

ARMY. 

Maxcsa 8, 
Davis, Ira B., Captain. Renear, B.,£Ca) »° 
Frost, G., Captain. Robinson, AP E., Colonel. 

ynn, . inson, ptain. 
Heath, ie Captain. Watkins, H., Colonel. 
White, John, Captain. 

Manrcn 6. 
Bassett, Z. D., oo. Gowen, J. E., Colonel. 
Danforth, John, Colonel. Jennings, J. R., Major. 
Davis, J. M., Captain. , J. F., Colonel—2. 
Gardner, A. L., Captain. Partridge, L. H., Captain. 





Letters have been received§ at this office for the following per- 
sons: Captain Edward Byrne (5); Surgeon F. W. Wunderlich, U. 
8. Navy; Surgeon 8S. A. Storrew, U. 8. Army; Lieutenant E. T. 
Bradford, U. 8. M. C. 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jounnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE United States frigate Worcester, with a cargo of 
provisions for the French, went to sea from Boston at two 
o’clock P. M. on the 5th instant. 


A CORRESPONDENT, writing from the Washington 
Navy-yard February 28, says: “Work is exceeding] 











brisk. The U. 8. steamer Frolic, which has been repair- 
ing here for the last four months, has been hauled out 
of the dry dock. She has been thoroughly overhauled 
and caulked. She is to have a new main deck and new 
boilers. The Periwinkle has been stripped and rebuilt. 
Every timber is new, with the exception of a few ribs. 
She is expected to be ready for sea early in May. Cap- 
tain Hall will have command of the Periwinkle on the 
Arctic expedition. Heis anxious to have some Navy 
officers volunteer to accompany him. The Tallapoosa 
arrived here last week from New York. She leaves on 
the 2d of next month for Norfolk, to go into the dry dock 
for repairs.” 

Tue California, twenty-three guns, Captain M. J. B. 
Clitz, has again received her sailing orders from the De- 
partment. They are similar to those recently ccunter- 
manded by telegraph, which instructed Captain Clitz to 
proceed to San Francisco under sail, without touching at 
any port on the passage. It is not probable that the Cal- 
éfornia will be able to sail under ten days, as there are 
some changes yet to be made which will require that 
time to complete. Captain Clitz has been complimented 
in high terms in a letter written to him by the Secretary 
of the Navy, on the result of the inspection of his ship 
by the board presided over by Commodore Le Roy. The 
Secretary observes that it is very rarely that so favorable 
a report of the condition of any ship is received at the 
Department, and he is confident that great zeal and fidel- 
ity have been displayed by the officers and men ‘while 
they have heen aboard the California. The board of in- 
spectors complimented Lieutenant Bishop, commanding 

e marine guard, on the soldierly bearing and excellent 
appearance of his men. The New York Times in refer- 

ng to there facts, says “the complimentary approval of 
the Secretary of the Navy has very naturally given great 
satisfaction to all on beard the California, from the cap- 
taindown to the messenger boy. And it would seem 
unfortunate that the splendid frigate cannot display our 
flag in two or three of the principal South American 
_— to show our foreign friends that the United States 

avy has not lost any of its former prestige, and that 
it still numbers crack frigates, surpassed by none afloat. 
Wherever she may go, the California will reflect credit 
on our service.” 


Tue following interesting letter from Commander 
carta of the United States steamer Wipsic, has been 
received by Mr. Cyrus Butler, of New York : 


ASPINWALL, February 9, 1871. 

Sm : I am not very well; just recovering from an at- 
tack of fever, brought on by exposure and fatigue in my 
recent explorations. Iam quite sanguine that I have 
found a practicable and profitable route foracanal. The 
Atrato is navigable for the largest ships. So is the 
Cacarica for twelve miles, which reduces the length of 
the line to less than fifty miles. I crossed the water- 
shed at a height, Iam confident, of net more than 300 
feet. It was correctly measured by my pocket-bar; ‘at 
170 feet was not more than ten feet wide at the crest, 
and the base not over a mile anda half. The height of 
the base above the level of the sea I have only estimated, 
and I may be in error. There is plenty of water for a 
lock canal, though my preference is for a thorough cut, of 
course, unless our estimates reach too high a figure. 
The foundation of the hills is a soft trap, very easily 
worked ; indeed, nothing better could be asked. I have 
completed all my arrangements for the Atlantic slope, 
and am now on my way for the Gulf of San Miguel, to 
start the work from the Pacific side. I hope and pray I 
may be successful. The harbor off the mouth of the 
Atrato is perfect, and, after examination, I consider the 
work of 1 =a one of the mouths of the Atrato 
but a small affair. Tell Mr. Kelley I intend to examine 
another route from Simon Bay, which is a short dis- 
tance below Cupica Bay, across the dividing ridge, fol- 
lowing the Napipi River to the Atrato. Natives assure 
me they go in two and a half days from the Atrato to 
the Pacific. They take but five in the transit from 
the head of canoe navigation to the Pacific, and the hills 
are not higher than our to yard. ‘Trautwine’s line 


NAVY GAZETTE. 





REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 
Maacn 2.—Carpenter —— E. Cox, to the Navy-yard, Ports- 


mouth, N. H., on the 18th 
Maaczs 3. M. Ransom,'to ordnance duty at the 
Navy-yard, New York. 
Lieutenant Wm. W. Rhoades, to the Navy-yard, Boston. 
Lieutenant A. B. H. Lillie, to the Shawmut, on the 15th inst. 
op remeen Lesetent Paymaster John R. Carmody, to the Relief on 
e inst. 
alk Assistant Paymaster Joseph Foster, to the Shawmut on 
First Assistant Engineer Thomas M,. Dukehart, to the Shawmut 
on the 15th inst. 
Dateien t Surgeon W. 8. Dixon, to the Naval Hospital, Philadel- 
phia. 
Marcu 4.—Commander Wm, T. Truxtun, as inspector of ord- 
nance at the Navy-yard, Boston, Mass. 
Maxcu 7,—Boatswain Robert Dixon,’to duty in the Department 
of Yards and Docks at the Navy-yard, New York. 


DETACHED. 
Marcy 2.— ter Wm. M. Laighton, from the Navy-yard, 
Portsmouth, N. H., on the 18th inst., and on wai' orders. 
3. G. H. Perkins, the Nevy-yare, Bos- 
ton, and ordered to command the Relief on the 20th inst. | 
Lieutenant-C G. K. Haswell, from the receiving ship 
and ordered to the Relief on the 20th inst. 


ve i . 

Lieutenants Charles T. Hutchins and Wm. H. Emory, from the 
Naval Observatory, and ordered to the Relief on the 20th inst. 

Lieutenant nou Iverson, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and or- 
degel to he Big gare ee 

Master Wm. M. Paul, from the receiving ship Ohio, and ordered 
to the Relief on the 20th inst. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Lewis 8. Pilcher, from the Naval Hos- 
pital, New York, and ordered to the Relief on the 20th inst. 

Commander Edward E. Potter, from the Navy-yard, Boston, and 
ordered to command the Shawmut on the 15th inst. 

Lieutenant-Commander George H. Wadleigh, from torpedo duty, 
and ordered to the Shawmut on the 15th inst. 

Lieutenant Douglas Roben, from the Naval Station, Mound City, 


y Ii, and ordered to the Shawmut on the 15th inst. 


Lieutenant William A. M m, from the receiving ship Vew 
Hampshire, and ordered to the Shawmut on the 15th inst. 

Master Daniel Delehanty, from the Navy-yard, New York, and 
Shawmut on the 15th inst. 

nm E. H. Ware, from the Naval Hospital, 
to the Shawmut on the 15th inst. 

Assistant Paymaster John W. Jordan, from the receiving ship 
New Hampshire, and ordered to the steam tug Speedwell, 

Marcu 4.—Comm r J. M. Bradford, as inspector of ord- 
nance at the Navy-yard, Boston, and placed on waiting orders. 

Commander Bdward Barrett, from ordnance duty at the Navy- 
yard, New York, and placed on waiting orders. 


RESIGNED. 
Maxcu 1.—Assistant Surgeon Adam Trau. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
March 4, 1871: 

John McGregor, beneficiary, February 24, Naval Hospital, Phil- 
adelphia. 


He Bo ordinary seaman, July 22, 1870, iron-clad Man- 
hattan, Misaiasippi river, 0 ite New Orleans. 


Hugh Stew: seaman, July 28, 1870, iron-clad Ajax, at sea. 
J. é. Talbot, tenant, December 19, 1870, U. S. steamer Sagi- 
naw, at Kalihikai, Island Kauai (Hawaiian 


Group). 
John Andrews, coxswain, December 19, 1870, U. 8. steamer Sagi- 
naw, at Kalihikai. 
Peter Francis, quartermaster, December 19, 1870, U. 8. steamer 


%, 

ames Muier, captainfoffhold, December 19, 1870, U. 8S, steam 

Saginaw, at er eke — : , - 
i. 8. De Ford, landsman, February 11, U. 8. steamer Colorado. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 


Tur following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, viz. : 

Second Lieutenant C. P. Porter, U. S. Marine Corps.—On March 
4, 1871, ordered to take passage in U.8. ship Relie¢/, and to relieve 
First Lieutenant Charles F. Williams, U. 8. Marine Corps, from 
command of marine guard on board U. 8. steamer Plymowh, Euro- 
pean Fleet. 








CoroNER Herrmann held an inquest on the 4th instant 
in the case of Joseph G. Swift, who was found dead in 
his bed at the Hoffman House, New York, on Friday 
night, March 3. The deceased was a first lieutenant in 
the Fifth Artillery, stationed at New London, Conn., 
and came to New York on the 25th ult., ostensibly to 
consult Dr. Van Buren ‘in relation to a confirmed 
habit of taking morphine. He left his uncle’s house at 
No. 16 West Thirty-first street on Friday morning, 
seemingly miuch depressed in spirits, and stated that he 
intended going to see his peters in Geneva, N. Y. Mr. 
James T. Swift, his uncle, heard no more of the deceased 
until after his death. He supposed he had gone directly 
home, and feéling anxious, from some unexplaimed 
‘cause, telegraphed to know whether he had arrived safe 
or not, and was much surprised to learn that he had not 
been seen or heard of by the family. Mr. Swift then 
instifated inquiries at the railroad depots and police 
stations, closing his search by looking over the hotel 

isters. At the Hoffman House he found Lieutenant 
Swift’s name, and caused his door to be opened, finding 
his nephew quite dead. In the room was found a bottle 
containing a quantity of sulphate of morphia, from which 
a large dose had evidently been taken, as the contents 
did not come up to the weight marked on the label. 
Dr. John Beach made a post-mortem examination, and 
discovered all of the internal organs congested, evident- 
ly the result of morphia. The jury.impanelled in the 
case then rendered the following verdict: “That the 
deceased came to his death by an overdose of morphine. 
There being no evidence of suicidal intent, that proba- 
bly said overdose was taken aecidentally.” Lieutenant 
Swift was graduated from the Military Academy and 
appointed ‘second lieutenant of artillery June 8, 1866. 

e deceased was a son, of Commodore Jonathan 
aoa of -_ ~~ Navy, retired, and yi dson of Gen- 

h G. Swift, late Engineer-in-Chief of the Ar- 
my. During the first year of the war the deceased 
served with credit in the Navy. In 1868 he was pro- 
moted to the rank of first lieutenant, which he held at 
the time ef his death. For ‘the two years he had 
been an invalid, and resorted to the use of morphine and 





crosses Ww river, one he estimates to cost} 

$350,000,000. Can Mr. Kelley tell me whether Traut- 

~~ © Napipi? ‘Yours truly, 
MAS O. SELFRIDGE, Commander U. 8. Navy. 


other stimulants with the that they would ben 
fit him. ; a w. "| 


‘following were elected members of the first class : 


B. Lawrence. 


GENERAL TROCHU. 
In an article on General Trochu, the London Spectator 


says: 
it we could thoroughly understand the failure of Gen- 
eral Trochu, we should understand the cause of the fail- 
ure of France, which as yet noone quite professes to 
do. Something is wanting among Frenchmen, something 
as yet undefinable, and General Trochu, dealing with a 
pr arnegre ts crowd of Frenchmen, with the population 
of Paris, with an army recruited from all the provinces, 
and with mobiles from all the northern departments, 
has failed to supply that deficiency. To say why he has 
failed is to state what that deficiency is—the most im- 
portant and least soluble of the hundred problems raised 
by the war. The one thing certain is that the want is 
not of the kind which Englishmen are in the habit of 
believing. General Trochu possessed in full measure all 
the qualities in which they are in the habit of placing 
confidence. He was no untried man, such as they be 
lieve Gambetta‘to be, confident in his own brains and his 
own W is ng oy full of republican vehemence, and 
tain by the southern tendency to gasconade; but a 
strong cool soldier, who had proved not only in literature, 
but in actual war, war against Austrians, that he has 
thoroughly mastered the art as well as the ‘scientific 
theory of his profession. Noone in England would have 
hesitated to give command to a general of ‘his ante. 
cedents, and no one in England doubted that he was pre- 
cisely the man to organize the fluid enthusiasm for inde- 
pendence and free government which had raised him to 
power. He was believed then to have the knowledge, the 
decision, and the ability required for his great task, 
and now that he has failed, no one seriously doubts that 
he had them all. There may, of course, be evidence to 
be produced after the siege ; but certainly not one serap 
has been forthcoming during its progress to change the 
original high estimate of his character as a cool, patient 
Breton gentleman, able to organize, able to keep or 
der, able to lead soldiers to battle—a man externally 
as like a cultivated English officer of the scientific 
branches as a French general could be. His personal 
cou has been conspicuous throughout the siege, has, 
in fact, suggested a popular taunt that he wanted death 
to escape from his position. His patience has been dem- 
onstrated by his whole action, by his steadfast adherence 
to his “plan,” which, it now seems clear, was to make 
Paris impregnable, and then aid the provinces in a rush 
upon the besiegers. His magnanimity shone out clearly 
after the October emeute, when he refused, very weakly, 
as many Englishmen thought, to execute any Reds. He 
doubtless reflected in his cool judicious way that his busi- 
ness was to defend Paris, not to make defence hopeless 
by inaugurating civil war; but his abstinence from 
bloodshed on that occasion showed a nature very far re- 
moved either from cruelty or from despotism. Of his 
ability to organize, in the ordinary sense of organizing, 
no proof is needed beyond the proof that his organization 
exists. In a city closely invested he has created an ar- 
tillery, an army, and a system of transport—a feat which, 
undér the conditions, is one of the greatest ever performed 
by an administrator. He so prepared his supplies that 
the second eapital of Europe has lived on for four months 
without an ourice of bread from “without, and so organ- 
ized its distribution that, with wages at an end, there has 
not been a bread riot. The German engineers are alarmed 
by his ‘works; the German cofrespondents testify to the 
pene of his artillery; the German precautions show 
wreal they deem his army. He is said to have ied 
the populace with illusions, but the charge lacks evidence 
of any kind. That hehas held back unfavorable news 
for a time may be true, but every general claims the 
right to choose his own moment for announcing depress 
ing facts to his soldiers, who may be at the moment ol 
receipt preparing for an engagement. He has repeated- 
ly published inaccurate news, but he published it ashe 
received it, and had not the slightest means of distin 
guishing whether confusion existed between hopes ant 

accomplished facts. 


Tue Herald notes an interesting fact in connection 
with the meteorological observations made and reported 
under the authority of the Government. Itsays: “For 
instance, in the official weather report of Sunday las 
from Washington, at 11:25 Pr. M., after noting the wins 
and rains in different sections of the Union, the opinim 
is given that on Monday ‘fair weather, with fresh 
winds, will probably prevail on the Gulf and Uppe 
Lakes.’ The report for Monday is a complete fulfil 
ment of these predictions. This late storm, or ‘we! 
spell, covered so much of the country east of the Rocky 

ountains, that in breaking away the whole interyening 
country has cleared up.” The Hvening Mail says of this: 
“One such prediction is worth more to the various i 
terests which depend on weather knowledge than the 
observations which led to it would cost in ten years.” 














Tue Boston Journal says that the name of the & 
rebel General J. B. der is still affectionately rt 
membered at Houlton, Me., where he was stationed 
some thirty years ago. 


ed down and is now in the possession of an Aroostook 
farmer. 








Ar a stated meeting of the Commandery of the State 
of Massachusetts, M. O., L. L., U.S., held at the Parker 
House, Boston, on Wednesday evening, March 1, the 


first elacs: Brevet Major Edwin Dews, Captain John 4 


W.| Hawes, Captain George M. Whipple, Acting Ensig? 


Gardner A. Churchill, Brevet Major-General Simon & 
Griffin, and Captain S. Clarence Ellis. 

A STATED meeting of the Commandery of the Stat? 
of New York, M. O., L, L., U. 8., was held at Delmor 
ico’s on Wednesday evening, March 1, eT = 

re 
Brigadier-General Charles Adams Johnson, Lieutenatt 
Colonel John Tracey, Jr., and Lieutenant-Colonel Samu 





While in that out-of-the-w9y fy 
place he concocted certain sherry cobblers and othe’ 
drinks after a formula of his own, which has been hand- § 


following were elected companions of the order of the F 
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- come to us from the enlisted men, complaining of mis- 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE CLOTHING ALLOWANCE. 


AmonG the numerous communications which have 


management and deficiencies in the Army, there are sev- 


ing the allowance for clothing has produced a sensation 
unparalleled since the f 
compelling the soldiers to sacrifice their whiskers. 

Long and vehement letters have rained down upon us 


from all quarters. A soldier in Colorado Territory fires 


“ ion.” 

what he calls “the first gan toward desertion.” For} |. 41,1. seldom come to light through the medium of 
public press; but the events of the past few days at this 
post, which verify the old saying that “ 
never comes single,” are worthy of note. 


his own good we advise him to let it be the last, as well 
as the first. He uses a naughty word too in speaking of 
the Forty-first Congress, unmindful of the maxim “De 


Pei i i 

mortuis,” ete. They have, he says, made the soldier their |). the post with the mail for Ross Fork, a distance of 
about fifteen miles; but being unable to get over the 
mountain with the mule, he. tied it to a bush about four 
miles from the post and walked on to Ross Fork, where 
he arrived about 3 o’clock P. M., and with the mail for 
: J : the post started back, but was doomed never to return to 
comfort for his portion nor glory for his reward. the 


butt and the victim of their legislation. Though they 
never tampered with the pay of officers, they reduced the 
goldier’s pay and clothing allowance, and even his 
“grub,” while he is toiling hopelessly on with noither 


A soldier of twelve years’ standing sums up the cost 


quired to make him presentable at dress parade, and |; 
comes to the conclusion that but a few conts per month 
will be left him to pay for tobacco and pipes, reading and 


writer makes a similar enumeration, with a result not 
very different from the last. In both cases a periqd of 
several months is considered, and it is claimed that the 
hard drudgery and escort and fatigue duties wear out 
their clothing so fast as to call for frequent repairs, if not 
actual renewal. 

Another writer in Dakota Territory we will allow to 
speak for himself : 

Thinking that you may be kind enough to listen to griev- 
ances of a private soldier, whether real or imaginary, I have 
takon the liberty to address you on & subject which is a mat- 
ter of interest to all soldiers. 
clothing issued by our Uncle to us. Lately the allowance 
was reduced one-third, but the price of clothing was also re- 
dueed in the same proportion. But now the allowance is 
again reduced, and to such an extent that wea are only al- 
lowed $27 for the second year. Nuw, Mr, Editor, any ons 
knowing arything about the duties of a private soldier will 
see ata glance that this is not just. We are supposed to 
turn out clean, and in a uniform that has been altered by 
the company tailor (as the clothes issued are in every in- 
stapce @ bad fit). Woon the frontier posts have a great deal 
of fatigue duty to do, and this necessarily wears out a great 
deal of clothing, and $27 will not pay for one complete suit ; 
and then we must pay out of our pocket the amount due the 
tailor for altering; etc. . Another thing I wish to mention is 
in regard to the monthly pay of enlisted men. 

As, you are aware, unless Congress legislates upon this 
matter, the pay from the Ist of July, 1871, will be reduced 
to its old standard, viz., $13 per month. Now I think our 
pay isgemall cnough, and no inducément is at present offered 
or men to enlist. Wiil not some one at Washington, for in- 
stance some of the Congressmen who have seen duty in the 
field, attend to this ? 

Another correspondent says : 


Section 14 of an actof Congress approved July 15, 1870, 
continues the pay and allowances of the enlisted men of the 
Army as now fixed by law until June 30, 1871. The allow- 
ance for clothing a private soldier at the time this act was 
passed was $261 10 for a term of five years. General Order 
No. 4, current, series, fixes the clothing allowance of the pri- 
vate soldier at $171 77 for a term of five years; this order to 
go into effect on and after April 1, 1871. Now which is to 
be considered a& authority, the act of Congress which says 
the allowance shall remain at the rate of $261 10 for five 
years, or the order emanating from the Secretary of War 
which reduces it to $171 72, to date three months prior to 
the time fixed by act of Congress? 





This correspondent commends the plan of paying the 
Army suggested by Lieutenant Harkins in his letter to 
Senator Wilson, and calls attention to the following gen- 
eral orders relating to the pay of enlisted men of the 
Army, to show that their pay has not been reduced : 

Section 1; General Orders No. 216, Adjutant-General’s Of- 
fice, series 1864, 

Section 2, General Orders No. 9, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
series 1867. 

Section 3, General Orders No. 38, Adjutant-General’s Office, 
series 1869. 


Section 14, General Orders No. 92, Adjutant-General’s Of- 


fice, series 1870. 


General Orders No. 216, series 1864 (he adds), raises the pay colors flying in the centre. 
of ani enlisted man (say a private) from $13 to $16 per month ; 
is there any subsequent order cr act that reduces it? .I 
think not; if there is, I will be pleased to have him correct surmounting each chimney. 
To the front and right of this hangs another beauti- of the Army, 


ful chandelier, representing slaves before the emancipa- | vants, 1s pu 
ther representang | all concerned, from headquarters Depa 


" me. 


We would remind our correspondent that it is the acts 
of Congress, and not the general orders of the War De- 


Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Se: If our pleasant Oswego companion will solve this | © ost o rderly, sociable, fix} best ma 


y as he solved the “ Ara- 3 . 
bian,” he will add to the gratification he has already have miipemsed 17. faee time. t kept 
given your readers. gay music until hour of twelve arrived, when 


military question as agreeabl 


7 or himself on marching them seven times, three abreast, 
eral on the subject of clothing. The recent order reduc- | without ever allowing any two soldiers to be more 
once together in the same rank. How did he combine 


4mous order in the English army them ? 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


f all the ite f hi cessary outfit, including ex- him off the trail about three miles they lost his 
-s = ; J eo - ee toilet so a rp. | tracks in a snow drift, which is estimated to be forty or 
a6. ——S- fifty feet deep, “All anxiety for his safety has ceased, 48 


live in Newark, N. J. 


are , Sis Fe ad , fingers of his right hand by the accidental discharge of 
writing materials, and his other simple wants. Another}, Springfield rifle, and to-day one of the ice mci nat- 
rowly escaped. drowning in Blackfoot river. 
these affairs, occurring in such quick succession, throw @ 
dampness on our spirits which is impossible to describe." 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Infantry, gave a ball, which, like others, was a grand af- 
fair for the wilds of America, and was highly appreci- 
ated by all who attended. The result was that Com- 


I refer to the allowance of | P® 


‘A QUESTION IN TACTICS. 


An officer who had command of fifteen men, prided 





M. O. L. L. U. 58. 








A RECORD OF MISFORTUNES. 
Sir; Events transpiring at such out-of-the-way places 


isfortune 


On the morning of the 16th instant, Sergeant Hoffell 


ost alive. 
on went outin search of him, and after. tracking 


t is certain that he perished in the snow. His friends 


On the same night one of the men lost the two first 


All of 


BANNOCK. 
Fort Hatt, L. T., February 18, 1871. 














BALL AT FORT SHAW, M. T. 


Sir: On Christmas night last Company K, Seventh 


ny H, Seventh Infantry, decided to commemorate the 
birth of Washington by having a ball that would out- 
strip their friendly rivals, Company K; and by the in- 
domitable perseverance cf a spunky few they succeeded 
far beyond their highest anticipations. The company’s 
mess room was fitted up for the ball-room, and presented 
a neat and creditable appearance. On entering from 
squad room No. 4 the eye was attracted by the innumerable 
wreaths, artificial flowers, bouquets, pictures, and a bril- 
liant panoramic display illustrative of the company from 
the date of its first organization up to February 22, 
1871. Among the inscriptions were the following: 


Date of our nativity, June 26, 1812. 
ary 8, 1815. 

pusco, August 19 and 20, 1847. 
Dancing for ditch, February 22, 1871. 
picture. 
twenty years. The road is exceedingly 
shape of trees, rocks, and winding paths. 
years is represented by a soldier coming down hill witt 
a musket on his shoulder. i 


lustrated by two soldiers trying to climb a huge rock 
foolishly thinking they can see the Fogy House. 


other is in the act of assisting 
rock. Beyond in the dim distance is a soldier with hj 


fifteen years in the service. 
were far beyond the clouds. 
House. 


the tough and tedious journey. 


“Washington, in memory ever een.” 
i=] 


icture were the words, “ Our Colonel.” 


tion. .To the rear and left hangs ano 


of Washington’s March. 


Had friondly sparrings in the following prize fights: 
Fort Brown, Texas, May 6, 1846; Contreras and Churu- | West Point, have 


These and other kindred remarks accompany this } been customary @ 
The main feature of the picture is the road to} ranks for absent classmates, tc place d 
the Fogy House, illustrating the life of a soldier for | and in every possible way to evade 
rough and 


crooked, being filled with all sorts of obstacles, in the 
The first five | held to be “ jolly good fellows.” 


‘fen years is laughably ij-| was the motive 0 


musket, on a dead run for the Hogy House, he having | quote a small paragraph from I ; 
Just beyond him lies the | touching of another’s person, wilfully or in anger, -i8 
foot of a huge hill, winding and steep, looming up as it| battery; for the law cann en differ- 
On its summit stands, tow-| ent degrees of violence, and therefore to 
ering, amid the cheerful rays of a bright sun, the Fogy 
Grouped srountl on the green grass in front 1s to 
a lot of old, broken down fogies, who have fully realized | it in the slightest manner. 

ey. 5 , saat those thirty-eight cadets did take the 


Onthe right of this picture hangs a large portrait, of 
Washington, surmounted by a beautiful silken flag, both | to insure their departure, and did th1 
being placed in a wreath of evergreen, with the words, | and feathers if they ever reappeared, any one of common 
A portrait of | sense will admit that re Bows violence. 

Colonel Gibbon. was decorated with the national ensign ; t 
and artificial flowers, handsomely arranged. Over the | class is an official written lie, in w. 


a black and a white man in the act of shaking ,hands. 


: 


After the music ceased, 


parties present selected their partners for the ‘ 
the music again struck and thus one of the 
balls which I 


ight feet time Ss 
present to the supper table to replenish the 
inner man. The table was with all the delicacies 
of the season, and looked very attractive with its cut 
glass, silver, and bo cael — After doing am- 
ple justice e i e again re 
to the ball-room, keeping up the at until the wee 
small hours of the morning, when all left for their homes, 
seemingly fully satisfied with the night’s festivities. 
The jovial and intellectual master of ceremonies, First 
Sergeant Downs, was as indefatigable as ever, and, to 
him and tothe ushers, Messrs. k and Wainwright, 
the crowd present were indebted for assiduous and palite 
attention. The ladies turned out en masse and . 
the ball-room with their presence, which added no little 
animation to the occasion. R. 0, M. 
Forr SHaw, M. T., February 23, 1871. 


HINTS FOR THE WAR OFFICE. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: There até in the United States not far from one 
hundred and sixty military posts now occupied by troops. 
‘At each of these there is employed at least one enli 
man on extra duty as hospital cook, at twenty cents | 
day exclusive of his pay as soldier. This amounts to $6 
month or $72 a year. Or for all the posts, empresas that 
even the largest haye but one hospital cook paid, $11,520 
at the very least, in one year. 

The cook of a post hospital has, with very rare ex~ 
ceptions, not half the work to perform that is done by a 
company cook, who for his services gets no extra pay 
whatever. The hospital cook, onaccount of the better diet 
given the men in the hospital and the little call upon his 
time, leads a far easier life than the company cook. 
time of war and in large hospitals the case might be dif- 
ferent ; but even then, if he had more to do, he would have 
assistants given to aid him in proportion to his responsi- 
bilities. In time of-peace the hospital cook’s berth is al- 
most aginecure, certainly not one calling for extra pay. 








‘As there can be no reasonable excuse ven for continu- 
ing this expense, why not abolish it and save to the trea- 
Army BLUE. 


sury $11,520 per year ? 


THE WEST POINT TROUBLES. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: In the many accounts of the late mobbing at 
West Point, and the comments thereon, with which the 
press has been teemin; for weeks past, there seems to 

a great disposition to ignore entirely two or three points 
that are of vital importance to the three youths who 
were so suddenly and brutally brought to justice by 
their thirty-eight self-appointed judges. 

From earliest childhood we are brought up to detest 
a lie and its perpetrator, whoever itmay be; and though 
with Shakespeare we may agree that “ the world is given 
to lying,” none the less is it abhorrent. 

But there are certain forms of untruth in deed, as well 








Threw beans at Johnny Bull, at New Orleans, Janu-| as in word, that long custom has raade appear more “ex- 


cusable than an actual falsehood. 

All boys, in all ages, and in all schools, not excepting 
aid and executed plans to deceive 
their instructors, and the best and wisest in the land 
have participated ; and so, from time immemorial, it has 
+ West Point to answer “ Here” in 
ummies in beds, 


officers; and cadets thus acting successfully have not 
been “cut” by their own or other classes, but have been 


»| But, professing now that €o obtain justice for liars 
¢ the mob, in which officers and cadets 
both have asserted that, “no violence was offered” the 


Their | three boys, two falsehoods can be immediately proved 
muskets are leanipg against the rock behind them. One | against the high-toned first class. 


has the never-forgotten Paddy’s pipe in his mouth; the 1 é 
him up to the top of the | offence of a soldier, shown in the various acts of arrang- 


We will not speak of insubordination, the greatest 





s|ing for and executing their chivarous intentions, but 
Blackstone: “ The least 


ot draw the iine betwe e 

tally prohibits 
the first and lowest stage of it; every man’s person be- 
ing sacred, and no other having a right to meddle with 


And as six 0 } t 
three by each arm, against thei will, the rest following 
did threaten them with tar 


"Phe second falsehood that is proved against the first 
hich. the 


first cadet 
captain reported the wane cadets as “absent -withont 
, and saw them thus mar 


" J['o.the right of the entrance stands the music stand,-| leave,” deserters in a wor 

filled by the string band of the Seventh Infantry.. Di-}in the morning re pook, none of the class dissenting. 
rectly over the centre of the room, suspended from the } Most of the first , , 
ceiling, is a miniature representation ‘of Fort Shaw, | twenty-five years old, and cannot be considered ag mere 
transformed into. chandelier; the officer’s quarters, | boys; yet prey sre 18, made 
guard house, quartermaster’s buildings, and company | them, while 
quarters are standing in bold relief, with flagstaff and }-vietims, two of whom, 
Frowning down upon you} excellent reputations to be 80 severely 
are two pieces of artillery guarding the colonel’s quar- | one offence. 
ters, the whole brilliantly lighted up by stained candles 








decision of the Quartermaster-General 
ative to transportation of officers’ ser- 
ed for the information and guidence of 
rtment of Dakota: 


Tre followin 


“ The regulations are not changed in regard to the trans- — 
rtation of officers’ servants. ‘An officer when g 


— ths t fix the pay of the Army. The pay was| Over the arch are the words, * Fifteenth Amendment.” | poi Ano 
temporarily increased by the acts of Congress, but will} The above are all neatly execated pieces of wood-work, and | station is entitled to transportation of his author- 
ized servants, W transportation must be 


may be persuaded, however, to make the increase of pay 


H, Seventh Infantry, and his corps of assistants. 


be reduced again on the 1st of July by the expiration of credited to the skilful hands of Private Doute, Company 


the period covered by those acts. The new Congress 


hich furnished 
in kind hy the Quartermastes ’s Department, as under the 
as 








permanent, 











‘After spending some time looking at the objects of | law no payn + in money hy this deporte can be 
‘interest od babaty, we were called to an “attention” made to the officer el t of the travelling 
by the musical strains of the band playing to the tune expenses of his : 


servants. 
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H, ™ Sevikz, 
© = No, 91 FULTON STREET, New Yous, 
_ 1s tho best place to buy reliable Watches, fine Diamonds, and 


and Silver Ware. 
DIAMONDS A SPECIALTY. 
Army anp Navy Commerciat AGENcy, 


Nos. 820 and 322 BROADWAY, 
(cor. Pearl street). 


P. O. box 3,047. New York, February 16, 1871. 
HE subecriber respectfully informs the officers of the Army 
and Navy, that having been recently retired from active ser- 

vice, he has opened in this city a Commercial Agency, which will be 
conducted exclusively in the interest of the Military and Naval 
service. The object of this Agency is to furnish officers and their 
commands with every description of Goods, Wares, and Merchan- 
dise to be obtained in the kets of this city, and the proprietor 
hopes by the exercise of energy and good judgment to establish for 
officers of the service a prompt and reliable medium of supply. 

Special attention will be given to the selection of Military and 
Naval Equipments, and entire satisfaction in this line will be 
guaranteed. 

Further particulars in regard to the character and design of this 
enterprise will be contained in the business circulars of the Agency 
now being prepared for distribution, and to which the attention of 
all is respectfully invited. THOMAS H. NORTON, 

late Captain Eleventh U. 8. Infantry. 
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Soorety or THE Army OF THE TENNESSEE, 
Wasatnorton, D. C., February 15, 1871. i 
To the Members, Society of the Army of the Tennessee. 


The fifth lar meeting of the Society will be held in Cincin- 
nati on the 6th 8 and 7th days of April next, convening at 10 o’clock 


a. M. 

Colonel John W. Noble, of the Third Iowa Cavalry, will deliver 
the annual address, and suitable arrangements for the meeting 
will be made by the local committee. 

Every officer who has at any time served with honor in the Army 
= Department of A poem is by the constitution entitled 

membership ; such, as as members of kindred 
societies, are cordially invited to attend. 
General W. T. SHERMAN, President. 

L. M. Darrow, Ree. Secretary. 

A. Hickxen Looper, Cor. Secretary. 


wARDS OF Four THOUSAND YOUNG 
Ladi aot ted at LIN HALL, Liti ‘ 
caster County, Pa., since its foundation fo 1700 ths beat rotor. 
ences in every Sate and Territory in the Union can be given. Dur- 
ing the present scholastic year, young ladies from Wyoming, Vir- 
ginia, 1 MMe 





vania, com t w Jersey, Nevada, Mexico, Mas- 
land 2 . low: Distric y - 
bia, and Delaware have been io athendanen. on nape: 
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BEAR LANK&, SOUTHWARK 81., LONDON, S. E., 
ENGLAND. 


ae J. AY ASSEUR & CO,, 

urers of Muzzle and Breech-Loadi Cast-Steel G f 

Yrreeahe-Inee Carn 7 for Sea and Land Service, of all kinds of 
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‘Torpedoes, and of Harvey’s 3ea Terpedoce. ea ee 
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~ THERE was the usual rush of business in the last days 
of the Forty-first Congress, but little of it was of im- 
portance to the Army and Navy. The Navy appropria- 
tion bill was passed with a compromise section in rela- 
tion to Navy rank. Mr. Cragin, a member of the Senate 
conference committee on the bill, explained, in regard 
to the provisions regulating naval rank, that the Secre- 
tary of the Navy was authorized by the bill to detail a 
line officer to act as an aid or the executive of a com- 
manding officer, who, when not impracticable, shall be 
next in rank to the commanding officer, and, when exe- 
cuting the orders of the commanding officer, shall take 
precedence over all other officers on bourd ship or at a 
naval station, and orders from whom are to be regard- 
ed as proceeding from the commanding officer. Staff of- 
ficers who are senior to this executive may communicate 
direotly with the commanding officer. Staff officers are 
to take precedence of line officers with whom they have 
relative rank according to length of service in the Navy ; 
in reckoning which, six years are to be allowed to staff 
officers to compensate for the time the line officers spent 
at the Naval Academy. The phraseology of the bill was 
also altered by substituting the words “ relative rank of,” 
for “rank with.” 

The conference committee on the Army bill substitu- 

ted for the provision inserted by the Senate extending 
the jurisdiction of the Court of Claims to loyal citizens 
of the Southern States, the principal feature of a bill pass- 
ed by the House which authorizes the appointment of a 
special commission of three, at an annual salary of $5,000 
each, to teke into consideration all of these claims, and 
the Senate agreed to the report by 25 to 21. 
- The House conference committee on the bill to abol- 
ish the grades of admiral and vice-admiral reported in 
favor of abolishing those ranks after the death of the of- 
ficers at present holding them; but the time was short, 
and when the names of about half‘the members had been 
called, twelve o’clock struck and the Speaker declared 
the Forty-first Congress at an end, and the bill failed of 
its passage. 

The Forty-second Congress was immediately organ- 
ized, and for a time it was doubtful whether any business 
would be transacted, but a request made by the President 
to remain in session through the week, in order to receive 
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THE END OF THE WAR. 


TS preliminaries of peace have been signed by 
the Emperor of Germany and the President of the 
French republic. The boundaries between the 
two countries are published, and are nearly as fol- 
lows: Commencing at the canton of Cattenon on 
the Luxemburg frontier and nearly north of Thion- 
ville, the line runs southward a little west of Thi- 
onville and Metz, and south of the latter town turns 
southeastward to Schirmeck, a village a little south- 
west of Strasburg. It then runs parallel to the 
French Rhine railway to near Belfort, and then to 
Delle on the Swiss frontier. This gives to Germany 
all of the Rhine which does not lie in the Alps, and 
the fortresses of Diedenhof (Thionville), Metz, Stras- 
burg, Schlettstadt, Colmar, and Neu Breisach, be- 
sides the less important forts of Pfalzburg, Bitsch, 
and Weissenburg—to give them all their German 
spelling. The French troops are to keep behind the 
Loire until peace is declared, except at Paris and 
other fortified towns. The Germans are to retire 
from the left bank of the Seine. When two mil- 
liards of the indemnity have been paid, they will 
retire to the departments of Marne, Ardennes, Up- 
per Marne, Vosges, Meurthe, and the fortress of Bel- 
fort ; when five hundred million francs have been 
paid, they will evacuate the forts on the right bank 
of the Seine at Paris. This consummation, so in- 
tensely desired by the French, will probably be 
reached in a short time. The city itself is already 
evacuated, the Germans having remained but two 
days. During this time the papers ceased publica- 
tion, a fact to which the absence of riot is probably 
due, the shops were closed, and the despatches repre- 
sented the streets to be full of “sad and silent” 
crowds. The truth is that the occupation went off 
as such things almost always do. Most of the 
people would not have anything to do with the in- 
vaders; others spoke to them, and were beaten for 
their “treachery” when caught. The only violence 
or plundering which took place was done by the 
Parisians. 
The Assembly remains at Bordeaux, but will 
probably move nearer the capital, Versailles being 
considered the most eligible place. Some radical 
members have resigned because they considered the 
cession of territory illegal, and another says he won’t 
resign, but will never enter the Assembly until the 
cession is rescinded. The pranks of these turbu- 
lent men would be of little importance were it not 
pretty certain that they fairly represeat their con- 
stituencies. Other of the radicals, including Lovrs 
Buiancand Victor Hvao, made a demand for the de- 
tention of the members of the provisional govern- 
ment until they made a full report of their proceed- 
ings during the siege of Paris. A M. DELESCLUZE 
went further and demanded their impeachment and 
trial for high treason. This cry of treason is quite 
as great a favorite in France now as in the first days 
of the war. Everybody who held command is a 
traitor, and the officer who was ordered to examine 
the French forts around Paris, and reported that 
they were knocked to pieces by the German fire, was 
of course a traitor double-dyed for intimating that 
French works can be ruined by fire from any guns 








the return of Englishmen to France. Many of these 
gentlemen who come with benevolent intent have 
to expiate their kindness of heart in French jails. 
In Paris the great amusement of the idle population 
is to arrest “ Prussian officers in disguise.” 

The Germans have already begun their movement 
homeward. The Emperor and Prince Imperial— 
better known as the Crown Prince—leave immedi- 
ately for Berlin, reviewing the armies as they go. 
BIsMARCK has already reached the capital. Prince 
FREDERICK CHARLES remains in command of the 
army of occupation, but it is likely that he too 
will be released long before the three years allowed 
for payment have passed, as the Germans expressly 
agree to accept proper financial instead of territorial 
guarantees for the payment. Of the indemnity one 
milliard is to be paid this year and two milliards in 
each of two succeeding years; but half a milliard is 
to be deducted as the share of the ceded territory. 
The final conditions of peace will be settled at Brus- 
sels, and will take up several months. VON ARNIM, 
late North German Minister to Florence, and Baron 
BavDE will be the plenipotentiaries, and it is said 
they have already agreed upon the main points. 








A PRIVATE letter just received from a friend who 
has remained shut up in Paris during the siege gives 
us so graphic an impression of the experiences of 
this period that we extract from it the following 
for the benefit of our readers: 

When I look back upon the experiences of the siege it is 
like looking into a black pit. For six months I was shut 
in completely from the outer world, anda letter just received 
brings the first news I have had from home for six months. 
I have had much to endure, but on the whole got on as well 
as could be expected. The little store of provisions I had laid 
by lasted till the end, bat only by dint of the most careful 
wanagement. When the meat was rationed, though it was 
but 30 grammes (an ounce) for four days, I fared better 
than before The line formed by those waiting to pur- 
chase tickets for Dickens’s first lecture in New York was 
nothing compared with the queues formed here by purchas- 
ers of provisions and other absolute necesssaries. My fuel 
lasted through the siege by dint of great management. 
At the first dinner served me here (at the hotel in Brussels) 
I had as much meat offered to me as my portion asI con- 
sumed in Paris during ten days of the siege, breakfast and 
dinner together. I did not dare eat much at first, for most 
of the Parisians who have come here have, I find, made them- 
selves sick from over-eating. I was very much troubled with 
indigestion for a few days as the result of my long fasting. 

I shall never regret, however, having remained through 
the siege. I gave all my time to an ambulance, spending 
every afternoon there, and watching one night a week, and 
for a month or six weeks two nights. We had four hundred 
patients, about three hundred of whom werein my care. It 
took an hour and a half each day to walk through and see 
that all was right. As the result of my experience I can 
now tell what ails a sick man the moment I look at him, 
almost without fail. I should like much to know how 
wounds were treated in our American hospitals during the 
war. Here they lost twenty-five patients out of twenty-seven 
among the wounded; all the typhoids died and all the small- 
pox. It is true the poor fellows suffered for want of proper 
nourishment, but it seemed to me that the medical treatment 
was of the worst. 

Besides being nearly starved and frozen during the siege, 
I had more than my share of the risks of war. The 
house I was in was situated near the Hotel des Invalides, 
which the Prussians made their point de mise, so we found 
ourselves exactly in the line of fire from the battery of Cha- 
tillon to the Invalides. The obus fell like hail all about our 
quarters. Our house was hit, but on the sixth floor. A great 
hole was made in the wall, and twenty-five doors shut and 
locked were torn entirely off their hinges'and locks, and rent 
to pieces. The windows, too,'were all broken, but no one was 
wounded. The shell struck at eleveninthe morning. I was 
in the cellar, where I slept for fifteen nights. The same day 
the hotel of the Prince de la Tour d’ Auvergne, the second 
door from us, was hit, but no one was wounded; also the 
De la Rochefoucauld house, next door to us, and the garden 
of the convent of the Sacred Heart, opposite,came in for their 
share. In none of these cases was any one wounded; but 
in the Rue de Babylone, close by, 2 man had his head taken 
off. Yet the people went about nearly as usual. 

The Palace ef the Luxembourg was especially favored. 
The obus fell there like hail, and it is said that the Prussians 
intended to destroy the palace ; but by some miracle they 
failed to even hit it. Our hospital was situated there, and we 
expected to be obliged to move the patients into the cellars, 
but the armistice came in time to prevent this. 

During the siege Paris was crowded with refugees, so that 
apartments were scarce. Now there are plenty of them to 
be had, as every one who can is leaving Paris. 

One would think after the lesson the Parisians have had 
they would learn to behave a little better; but they do not. 








* message which he is preparing, settled the question. 





whatever. The spy business is also looking up with 


The shop-keepers are more insolent and unbearable than 
ever; every one remarks it. The French have beon pretty 
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thoroughly unmasked during the last few months. In the 
first place, as a nation they are devoid of courage and of 
patriotism ; and as to discipline in their armies, it did not 
exist. They have proved themselves wanting too in intel- 
lectual ability. It it to these defects they owe the disgrace 


of their country. 
The account here given of the hospital service of the 


French agrees with every other we have had. Even in 
the matter of contagious complaints, the control of 
which the French were supposed to have systematized 
so completely, the war has discovered the greatest 
laxity of management. As in so much else, the Ger- 
mans have surpassed their teachers in this matter 
too. Itis urged in England in defence of the pro- 
posed contagious disease act, that the French army 
was so searched through and through by private dis- 
eases, that its strength was seriously impaired by 
this cause alone. The Germans who had wsed the 
system of control while the French had boasted of it, 
sent healthy and strong men to the campaign. 

The writer from whose letter we have quoted, has 
not been locked up with the Parisians for more than 
four months without forming some opinion of the 
war and the people who were carrying it on. The 
verdict given, is more sweeping than we should 
write from this distant point of view, but at a time 
when Paris isin a terribly threatening mood, and 
no one can say that the next sun will not dawn upon 
a reign of terror, it is not well to criticise too sharp- 
ly the judgment of one who has been in daily con- 
tact with the Parisian people at a time when excite- 
ment crushed the fragile shell which in every-day 
life hides the real qualities of every people. 

One thing has come to the surface in this war, 
which is ominous of an unhealthy future to France. 
It is that the people have proved themselves behind 
their leaders. The nation howled out denunciations 
of the invader, but could only simulate the spirit of 
resistance which moved GAMBETTA so strongly. 
Paris talks yet of being the centre of civilization ; 
but during the siege the signs of civilization and 
humanity were exhibited almost solely by TRocuu, 
FAvRE, and their colleagues.” Wherever the French 
people has filled the scene, it has proved itself truc- 
ulent, brutal, and incapable. We are uttering no 
tirade against the unfortunate French—unhappy 
we cannot call them, for they still think themselves 
the envy of the world. The qualities to which we 
point are something more than disagreeable to for- 
eigners, they are dangerous to France. The nation 
is entering upon some of the most formidable tasks 
ever undertaken ; to form a nation of freemen after 
eighteen years of aslavery which has apparently 
thoroughly emasculated the people; to assume a 
great debt, and impose enormous payments upon a 
poor and almost ruined population. If these great 
labors are successfully accomplished, France will de- 
serve every honor she claims for herself. But the 
alternative of this success is a degradation and fall 
as great as any nation, of modern times at least, has 
ever experienced. 

Whatever the future of France may be, she will 
have no claim that the world deserted her in her 
extremity. The sympathy of her neighbors has 
been constant, and their efforts for her many. Speak- 
ing for ourselves, it is matter of history that our 
Government gave the republic recognition*in a 
crisis when an outspoken word of sympathy had ten- 
fold value. If the feeling of our people is consid- 
ered, it will be found that judgment has been often 
suspended because we felt that it must be unfavor- 
able to an already stricken people. 





It is understood that the President will send to 
the new Congress a message upon the condition of 
affairs in the Southern States. The deeds of violence 
which are of daily occurrence there, and the fact 
that they are the work of a faction organized for the 
express purpose of defying the Government, make 
the subject of more than ordinary importance. 
Governor Scott of South Carolina is now asking 
permission of the President to open military opera- 
tions upon the “ Ku-Klux” in his State, the forces 
used to be State troops paid by the United 
States. The chief constable of the State reports 
that in Laurens county, since the 19th of October, 
1870, there have been thirteen prominent men killed; 
in one day fifty men and women were brutally 
whipped and maltreated, and 150 persons driven 
from their homes; that in Union county two 
trial justices and one probate judge had been killed, 


fifteen men taken from jail and shot or hung, and 
about seventy-five barbarously scourged and 
whipped; and relating similar outrages in Spartan- 
burg, York, and Abbeville counties. But the work 
of violence is not directed against defenceless citi- 
zens alone. It is reported that a company of Uni- 
ted States troops, who proposed te go by railroad 
from Columbia, had the rails torn up in their 
front by a band of armed men, and had to march 
on foot. The Republican members of the Legislature 
felt it necessary to hire men to picket the roads 
while that body was in session, having reasonable 
fears of an attack. 

These things have impelled the public men of 
South Carolina to go to Washington for the purpose 
of urging upon the Government the necessity of 
using vigorous measures to end this new insurrec- 
tion. What the result will be it is impossible to say, 
but there is no likelihood that the Government of 
1871 will imitate that of 1861. Grant is not Bu- 
chanan, and the present Congress is not one to put 
up with rebellion and outrage because a few of its 
members spout about the horrors of war and the 
rights of States. 

It will be seen from General Orders No. 17, pub- 
lished this week, that the Government has already 
acted on its account in this matter, an additional 
regiment of infantry having been sent to Louisville, 
Kentucky, another State where lawlessness is car- 
ried to its utmost extent. 








A CORRESPONDENT in the JoURNAL of February 
28 quotes from a daily paper which amuses itself 
with a sale of Government property in which the 
expense of advertising exceeded the proceeds of the 
sale, and wants to know what is the principle un- 
derlying the regulations in this case. We omitted 
to answer him at the time, but may say for his infor- 
mation and that of others, that the principle is that 
sales should be advertised, so that fair competition 
may be invited, no favoritism exercised, and no offi- 
cer come under suspicion of jobbery or corruption. It 
cannot be doubted that the regulation is a good one 
-——a safeguard to the Treasury,and a still greater 
safeguard to the officer who has to dispose of the 
property; and that on the whole the gains under 
the general operation of the regulation far exceed 
the losses. In this case, perhaps, the United States 
spent twenty-five dollars more than it received ; but 
the sales of Government property since the war 
have probably exceeded thirty millions of dollars, 
and in the whole thirty millions or more the ob- 
servance of the regulation saved the Government 
some millions. It also aided in keeping the honor 
and reputation of the officers bright, for in no one 
sale effected under this system has an officer’s con- 
duct been called in question. 








In answer to the complaint which we published 
last week from “ A Victim,” a correspondent asks in- 
dignantly : 

Who has ever seen a paymaster or his clerk present the 
cash-book to an officer for his signature? What officer whose 
pay is $1,800 per annum ie so ignorant of fgures as to take 
$130 per month, and thereby,enable the paymaster or clerk 
to alter the figures to $150 after he had left the office? The 
officers of the Navy, with the exception probably of ‘‘ A Vie- 
tim,’’ are always competent to figure their monthly pay, it 
being only a sum in short division to divide their annual pay 
by twelve. There are a few officers in the service who are a 
constant source of annoyance to the paymastersin the Navy 
by begging for money every few days; and the conse- 
quence is that when pay-day comes, those officers, for 
getting how often they have been to the ‘ mill” dur- 
ing the month, and not sufficiently educated in arithmetic 
to keep the account, are surprised at the small balance com- 
ingto them. Their remarks after they leave the pay office 
are not always favorable to the paymaster and his clerks. 
This is the class of officers that are never grateful for the fa- 
cilities extended to them by paymasters, and, in return for 
the many favors granted them in weekly and even semi- 
weekly payments, rush te the journals with statements im- 
peaching the character of their benefactors, and offering 
ridiculous suggestions on subjects that they have not brains 
enough to understand, nor common sense enough to let alone. 

I would suggest to the ‘* Victim” to take a course of in- 
struction in the simple rule of short division ; and then ifhe 
cannot master the figures so as to know how much money he 
should receive monthly, let him purchase a copy of a work 
pubjished by a clerk in the Navy, and he will see there how 
much he is entitled to receive ; and it will not avail the pay- 
master anything to alter the figures to a larger amount than 
the law allows him to pay the officer. As for ‘* Victim’s ’? 
suggestion that the paymaster should furnish the officers with 
memorandums of the amount of money they pay them, it 
would not do any good in his case, for he would not, in my 
— be able to add them together after he received 
them. 











THE following order will correct the paragraph in the 
JOURNAL of February 25, in which Professor Bartlett of 








ES 
deceased, instead of retired. It is a most justly deserved 
tribute to one whose long service in connection with the 
department of military instruction has made his name s 
household word in our Army : 
Heapquarrers U. 8. Minirary AcapEmr, 
Wesr Point, March 8, 1871. 

Special Orders No. 27. 

1. Professor William H. C. Bartlett, having been placed on 
the retired list of the Army at his own request, will transfer 
the apparatus and charge of bis de t to his successor, 
and is hereby relieved from duty at the Military Academy. 

2. In thus severing the connection of Professor Bartlett, 
after a period of nearly thirty-seven years’ service at the 
Military Academy, as the head of the department of natural 
and experimental philosophy, the superintendent, as one of 
his former pupils, is moved to e his emotion at the 
thought of separating from one whose career has been 80 
useful, and contributed to so an extent in establishing 
the scientific reputation of the institution. 

Appoiuted to the station he has just vacated at a period 
when the number of graduates barely exceeded 700, Professor 
Baftlett has lived to see nearly 1,600 graduates pass through 
the department over which he presided, and subsequently oc- 
cupy almost every position in civil and military life to which 
the ambition of man may aspire. 

Wherever Professor Bartlett may go, whatever sphere of life 
he may occupy, the kindly feelings of his old pupils, and the 
unabated esteem of bis associates, officers, professors, and 
cadets, will follow him. 

3. Captain Peter 8. Michie, Corps of Engineers, having 
been appointed professor of natural and experimental philos- 
ophy, will relieve Professor Bartlett as the head of that de- 
partment. 

By command of Colonel Pitcher. 

Epwarp C. Bornton, Brevet Major and Adjutant. 








GENERAL Sherman, President of the Society of the 
Army of the Tennessee, has issued the call for the an- 
nual reunion of that society, which is to be held in Cin- 
cinnati on the 6th and 7th of April. A meeting was 
held in that city recently to make the necessary arrange- 
ments. Colonel L. M. Dayton, who presided, on motion 
appointed Generals Force, Yorke, and Hickenlooper, 
Colonels Dayton, Wise, and Moulton, and Major Mills a 
general committee of arrangements. The Society of the 
Army of the Potomac is to meet at Boston the same 
month, but thus far we have not received any an- 
nouncement in regard to the proposed arrangements. 
Nor have the members of the society been furnished 
with the report of the proceedings of the last annual 
meeting, to which the constitution entitles them. We 
expect to hear from the officers of the society in some 
form ere long. 








Just previous to the close of the session of the Forty- 
first Congress a meeting was held in Washington of the 
discharged soldiers who served in our Army during the 
war, its object being to urge the passage of the bill giv- 
ing soldiers special privileges under the homestead law,. 
and to determine upon some measures of co-operative 
action in case the bill became a law, which it failed to 
do. Hon. John M. Crebs presided at this meeting, Mr. 
J.B. Hodnett acted as secretary, and General Hugh 
Cameron, Colonel J. H. Leavenworth, and J. P. Hodnett 
were appointed a committee to forward the passage of 
the bill. The following gentlemen were appointed a 
committee to look up information with reference to the 
location and quality of lands in the West, and to prepare 
statements that could be considered reliable with refer- 
ence to the rights of soldiers as to homesteads under the 
laws of Congress, and to do whatever else would 
tend to give to those comrades who desire to avail them- 
selves of the privileges of the homestead acts correct 
information, and prevent their being imposed on: 
Hon. John B. Hays, of Illinois; General Hugh 
Cameron, Colonel D. 8. Curtis, J. P. Hodnett, W. R. 
Laughlin, Charles Farquhar, Colonel J. H. Leavenworth, 
William Major, and Hon. John M. Crebs. The bill failed 
to pass the Senate before the expiration of the session, 
March 4. It will now have to make a new start in the 
House, and go to the Senate a second time. We know 
of no reason, however, why it should not succeed in the 
end, and we are confident that if our honorable repre- 
sentatives knew how much interest.the soldiers take in 
the measure, and how much it would probably contrib- 
ute to the settlement of the West, they would not keep 
the would-be farmers waiting. 








A PRIVATE letter has been received at Washington 
from Florence, Arizona, in which the writer says: “The 
Indians are worse in Arizona to-day than they have ever 
been before. Within the past two weeks they have at- 
tacked and killed or captured three different parties 
within twenty miles of this place. One party of four 
men, in charge of two five-mule teams laden with bar- 
ley—one of the staple products of the Territory—was at- 
tacked and one man killed, the others escaping after a 
vigorous fight. A day or two subsequently the Indians 
attacked a foraging party, consisting of three men with 
a four-horse team. Two of the men were killed and 
the team captured. The next we heard of the In- 
dians was that they killed two men who were passing 





the Military Academy was inadvertently alluded to as! on horseback from Sacatan to Salt river,” 
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VOLUNTEER CAVALRY.—No. VIIL. 
THE LESSONS OF THE DECADE. 

BX A VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN, mn 
©. aif P. Church, is the office of Ce Eipedrian of Coligtese at Wash: 
ington. 

DREss. 

Tue United States cavalry uniform is quite comforta- 
ble, no doubt. But there is as little doubt that it is by 
all odds the most completely hideous under the sun. 

Especially is this the case with the present regulation 
hat. Withoutits brasswork, in the simplicity of its} 
native felt, it is a steeple-crowned reminiscence of Praise 
God Barebone and the Rump Parliament, anything else 
but martial and heroic. Cocked up at one side, with 

its shubby-looking brass ornaments, and one little 
mangy feather, it reminds one of a broken-down brigand. 
Anything more hideous was never put on a soldier’s 
head. : ° 
I remember well, that when first my old regiment was 
mounted and sent to the front, the road was strewn for 
miles with “ that d——d old hat,” as our men called it, 
thrown away as soon as our parade days were over. Af- 
terwards, for a couple of years, there was no sort of reg- 
ularity in head coverings. A dress parade of one of 
our regiments reminded one of Donnybrook Fair, as re- 
gards hats. Every sort of battered old tile was used 
and the effect was ludicrous. But when Sheridan took 
command, by a general order he compelled the adoption 
of the forage cap, and after that there was no trouble. 
True, the regulation forage cap, as issued, was even 
more worthless than the hat, in point of make. But 
the sutlers sold very nice little caps of similar pattern, 
and nine-tenths of the men preferred paying two dollars 
for a decent and serviceable cap, to drawing one at sixty 
cents, literally worthless. 

Army caps ought to be made of eldth alone. The 
visor of leather is only a nuisance. The red fez of the 
Zouave.is the most comfortable and convenient of any. 
All the contractors in the world cannot make it stiff and 
ungainly. The kepi, on the other hand, as we use it, is 
a miserably poor cap, which the first shower puts out of 
shape, and ruins for good, on account of the leather and 
pasteboard. 

For the cavalry of the future we should decidedly re- 
commend one of these patterns: the fez with its tassel, 
or a cap of the same kind as the ordinary Astrachan 
skating cap, something like the old turban or “ pork- 
pie hat” ladies used to wear. 

Both are comfortable. They can be used to sleep in. 
They are jaunty and soldier-like. If ornamented with 
lace, or in different colors, they are very handsome. 
And lastly, the rain will not spoil them, and the con- 
tractors cannot make them ugly. A disk of cloth, with 
a broad band at right angles to its edge, is the funda- 
mental principle of both, and there need be no paste 
board in them, to warp in rain and sunshine. 

When we come to the rest of the cavalry uniform, we 
find but little modification necessary. The uniform 
jacket is hideous simply from the yellow lace. Strip 
that off, cut down the collar to one-half the height, and 
you have a neat, simple uniform. The service uniform 
of the cavalry corps under Sheridan was all that could 
be desived for work. Under a general order the men 
wore only the flannel blouse instead of the dress jacket, 
and their looks were decidedly improved thereby, This 
was well enough. But by experience the men learned 
one thing, that trousers are not the things for cavalry- 
men, especially in winter. Almost without exception 
they purchased jack-boots, and found themselves vastly 
benefited by the change. In the cavalry of the future 
the lesson should not be lost. 

After careful comparison of cavalry uniforms in all 
parts of the world, the one that strikes the eye as best 
adapted for work in all weathers is a modification of 
the Hungarian hussar dress. 

The light breeches and Hessian boots are the very 
things for riding. They givo to the legs a grasp on the 
horse impossible in loose trousers. In muddy weather 
there is no bedraggled cloth to hang about the feet and, 
ankles. They are equally good for dismounted fighting 
in brushwood. The dolman need not of necessity be 
tight, and the hanging jacket is an exéreseence. A 
spencer cut in to the form, neither tight nor loose, reach- 
ing to the saddle, and barred across the breast, is an 


equally common form of the dress, and the fur cap is not; 


high or cumbersome. 


We are decidedly of opinion that the spencer, with, 


tight breeches and boots and a light cap, is as good a uni- 
form for real hard work as can be made. Everything is 
close, and nothing is left to fly away here and there. 
With regard to the color, I sappose we shall have to stick 
to the dark and light blue; butif there is a color not 
now in use which is good for active service, it is gray. 
An unfortunate prejudice will no doubt exist against it 
for many years yet im the United States, on account of 


has been adopted as the militia dress in many States of 


jthe Union, we hope that the prejudice will die away. 


Apart ‘from the.associations, it is an excellent eolur. It 
has the great advantage of being unlike any other na- 
tional uniform. Our present dress is nothing but a copy 
of the Sardinian in colors, and the sooner it is changed 
the better. Gray possesses the quality of invisibility in 
action, a most valuable one. Our own men will often re- 
member the ghostly gray lines of the rebel infantry in 
the battle-fields of the past, and how difficult it was to 
catch sight of them. And with regard to prejudice, if 
our enemy has a good thing in his possession, and we 
can use it, we are foolish to let prejudice interfere with 
our benefit. 

The disadvantage of gray is that it gets dingy and 
shabby soon. But this objection is remedied by trimming 
it with black. Amy uniform of a single color gets shab- 
by when the color fades. It is the contrast of trimmings 
that makes an old uniform look respectable to the last. 
Gray or bluish-gray barred with black makes a neat and 
very handsome uniform. Its effect as seen in the New 
York militia, in seve-al of its regiments, is very soldierly, 
neat,and handsome. Any uniform barred across the 
breast has a fine effect, and as such are generally double- 
breasted, another item is gained in comfort and warmth. 
A soldier’s coat ought to be double-breasted. It lasts 
longer, looks better, and keeps the place warm that most 
needs it, his chest. 

As for material of clothes, there is but one article in a 
cavalryman’s dress that needs special mention, ¢. ¢., his 
trousers or breeches, whichever they be. Cloth very soon 
wears out under the incessant bumping of a cavalry sol- 
dier. A pair of ordinary trousers goes in three weeks, and 
the reinforce of cloth will not save a pair over two months. 
The reinforce, to be of any good, must be of leather, as in 
European cavalry. A single pair of trousers will then last 
a year and look decent, where three are now insufficient. 
The sooner the Government discards trousers and 
adopts tight breeches for cavalry use, the better. Jockeys, 
hunters, and grooms, all those whose avocations lead 
them among horses and who desire a firm seat, wear 
breeches and boots. The cavalry should do the same. 
The material ought to be buckskin if possible ; but as 
that is far too expensive for private soldicrs’ use, its com- 
mor substitute, corduroy or moleskin, is equally good in 
its way. A still cheaper and even stronger material for 
breeches to stand hard usage is canvas or sailcloth. 
This is almost evorlasting, and costs but little, besides 
being easily cleaned either by washing or pipe-clay. If 
ever introduced, it will be found inimitable in its way. 


WASHING AND PREVENTION OF VERMIN. 


On long summer campaigns it quite frequently hap- 
pons that the men are compelled to march and fight for 
weeks together without changing their underclothes. 
Washing is a luxury that those clothes never know for 
weeks at a time, the allowance of soap being small and 
irregular. The only time it is possible is when a day’s 
rest near a stream comes, and then it is hastily and im- 
perfectly performed. The consequence with woollen 
underclothes is very simple, 7.¢., vermin. They accu- 
mulate in a miraculously short time, and are almost 


‘impossible to get rid of. The greatest care is hardly 


sufficient to avert them in many cases, and they spread 
like magic, forming an intolerable nuisance, and a very 
wearing hardship to the sufferers. 

Now from very disagreeable and painful experien¢e 
the writer can testify that woollen underclothes in the 
summer are a terrible nuisance from this cause. If all 
the medical men in the United States were to swear to 
the contrary, he would still maintain that woollen under- 
clothes for summer wear are totally unfit for Soldiers, 
They may possibly avert some colds, but they are certain 
to breed vetmin ; and I for one would rather undergo 
the remote chance of a possible cold to the certain mise- 
ry in ten days of vermin. 

If there is one thing more than another that I would 
urge, it is to have the summer underclothes of cotton or 
linen; smooth. They are easier washed, dry quicker, 
‘and there is no cover for the vermin to harbor. 

I may be thought singular in mentioning a subject 
usually ignored, but I know so well the universal misery 
caused by the pest of lice that I desire to save my com- 
rades of the future from much that befell us ignorantly. 
If vermin do get into the clothes spite of precautions, the 
|only way to kill them is to boil the clothes, and that for 
a cavalryman is well nigh an impossibility. The quick- 
est and easiest thing to do is to throw them away. 

So much for dress in summer campaigns. In the win 
ter flannel is a good thing, and a long overcoat is a good 
thing too. Our presenf cavalry overcoat is an excellent 
one, and when lined throughout with thick flannel, in- 
stead of the wretched stuff generally put in, is as good 
as can be worn. 

} A sleeping blanket, piece- shelter tent, and poncho 





its having been the uniform of the rebellion ; but since it 


were ¢atried by almost all our men during the war. 





With the horse blanket they made an excellent bed. 
But the horse blanket should not bo taken for the pur- 
pose. It may be wanted in a hurry. 
In the summer time a single blanket is amply suffi- 
cient to keep a man warm, but in the winter the case is 
different. Oftentimes, then, the cold of the ground 
strikes through all that a man can put there. In such a 
case, old campaigners will make themselves warm where 
young ones would freeze. Clubbing together in threes 
and fours, they make a common bed together, over which 
stretches a large and comfortable shelter tent, and thus 
illustrate the advantages of union. 

SHELTER TENTS. 
The shelter tent, as taken from the French, needs a 
change very much. Theoretically, twomen are supposed 
to unite to make a tent. Practically, they might as well 
have none at all if they obey the regulations. They se- 
cure for themselves an open shed, which is of just no use 
at all. If it rains, the rain beats in at one or both ends, 
If it doesn’t rain, the shelter may be dispensed with. 
The fact is, that it takes three pieces of tho present 
shape to make a tent that will shed water, or be any 
good. And three men are too much for one tent. A 
very little reform weuld make the shelter tent much bet- 
ter, even if used according to the regulations. 
Instead of a square piece of cloth, as at present, it 
should have at either end a triangular flap, which would 
button over, and so make a tent close at both ends. 
The dimensions of the quadrangle should be 6 by 5 ft.; 
the triangular part should have a base of about 3 ft. or 
40 in. With a shelter tent of this kind, no man need 
carry more than one piece, and so the weight would be 
reduced, and the tent be even better than at present. 
Thus supplied, any regiments who have used it will 
agree that the shelter tent is a most valuable gift to the 
soldier, rendering him independent and comfortable at 
all times and places. It is infinitely better than the Eu- 
ropean practice of bivouacking in the open air, or billeting 
in houses, and possesses none of the disadvantages of 
transportation incident to ordinary tents. 
Shelter tents have been often issued in the United 
States Army, made of oiled linen or india-rubber, and in 
the form of ponchos, with a hole in the middle to put the 
head through, covered by a flap. Once or twice I have 
seen them put up as tents, but their more general usa 
was to cover the person from rain, and to keep the wet 
of the ground in the tent from striking through the 
blankets at night. 
These ponchos are excellent things. The proof is, that 
they were in universal use among our men, who were 
very quick to reject the bad and take the good. If made 
in the form suggested above, they might even supersede 
the shelter tent, and so reduce the weight, for some in- 
dia-rubber covering is almost a necessity, and certainly a 
great comfort, to men campaigning. 
In pitching tents for a long stay, a ditch should in all 
cases be cut around them, the deeper the better. It 
drains the ground and prevents rheumatism, the only dis- 
ease that affects men campaigning. 








INTELLIGENCE has been received at Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Sheridan’s headquarters in Chicago, from Fort 
Laramie and other points in Wyoming Territory, that 
the Indians are breaking up their camps north of the 
Pacific railroad, and are preparing to move south on the 
opening of spring fo occupy their reservations in the 
Indian Territory. The Arrapahoes are the foremost in 
the movement, having started on the journey in large 
numbers. The apprehensions which the recent despatch- 
es to Washington aroused that the breaking up of 
winter would at the same time cause trouble among the 
savages themselves as well as the whites, are dispelled to 
a certain extent by imformation that the Government 
agents are actively engaged in assisting the movement 
of the tribes, so that everything is expected to pass off 
smoothly, and war, it is thought, will he avoided. There 
are great numbers of Indians in the region of the Union 
Pacific railroad and in Wyoming Territory, but all 
the tribes, including the Arrapahoes and other bands, até 
disposed to’be peaceable, and, if the Sioux do not disturb 
them, the prospect now is that the summer will see 
the savages safely withdrawn to their reservations. 








UNDER present circumstances it is not uninteresting 
to revert to former sieges of Paris. In the year 16% 
Henry IV. reduced the city by hunger. De Thou de 
scribes this event in his history as follows: “ The want 
of provisions had weakened not only the inhabitants but 
the troops to such an extent that they were not able 
defend themselves. Meat was unknown in Paris, 3? 
the soldiers had to support themselves on the leaves 32 
roots which they dug out from between the stones. 
the public places and at the corners of the streets sto 
pots in which oatmeal porridge, the only food which 
still remained, was cooked. e most terrible disease 
broke out. In three months 12,000 people died. . 
streets: echoed with the ans of the dying an 
sights of the starving. There was no more bread. 
the dogs had been caught, principally by the Germans 
who had the post of doorkeepers, and are a ped 
naturally savage (gens naturellement féroces). P 
ate their children, and at length, by the advice of the 
Spanish ambassador, bread was made of the 
bones and skulls of the dead; but this had to be abet 








doned, as the people who ate of it died migerably.” 
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CHRONICLE OF THE WAR. 
° JANUARY. 

28, Tuk failure of the sortie of January 19 was so se- 
riously felt in Paris that Jules Favre, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Government for the National De- 
fence, opened negotiations with Count Bismarck on the 
23d. After several days’ deliberation, and often return- 
ing to Paris, he at length appears with General Beau- 
fort on the 27th, and the conditions of the capitulation 
of Paris and a three weeks’ armistice are decided. The 


convention is signed on the 28th, and its text is as fol- | is destined there. 


lows: 
CONVENTION. 


Between the Count Bismarck, Chancellor of the Ger manic 
Confederation, acting in the name of His Majesty-the Emper- 
or of Germany, King of Prussia, and M. Jules Favre; Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs of the Government of the National De- 
fenoe, armed with regular powers, the following agreements 
are concluded : 

ArTIcLE 1. A general armistice over the whole line of 
military operations in course of execution. between the Ger- 
man armies and the French armies will commence at Paris 
this same day; in the departments, after a delay of three 
days. The continuance of the armistice will be twenty-one 
days, to date from to-day; so that, saving the case of its 
being renewed the armistice will terminate everywhere on 
February 19, at noon. 

The belligerent armies will retain their respective posi- 
tions, which will be separated by aline of demarcation. That 
line will extend from Pont l’Eveque, upon the border of the 
department of Calvados, to Lignieres in the northeast of the 
department of the Mayenne, passing between Briouze and 
Fromentel ; touching the department of the Mayenne at 
Lignieres, it will follow the boundary which separates that 
department from that of the Orne?and of the Sarthe to the 
north of Morannes, and will continuo in such a way as to 
leave to the German occupation the departments of 
the Sarthe, Indre-et-~Loire, Loir-et-Cher, Loiret, and the 
Yonne, 2s far as a point east of Quare les Tombes, touching 
the departments of the Cote d’Or, of the Nievre, and of the 
Yonne. From this point, the course of the line will be left 
to an agreement which will take place as soon as the con- 
tracting parties are informed upon the actual situation of 
military operations in execution in the departments of the 
Cote d@’Or, the Doubs, and the Jura. In any case it will 
traverse the territory composed of these three departments ; 
leaving to the German occupation the departments situated 
to the north, and to the French army those situated to the 
south of that territory. 

The departments of the north and of the Pas de Calais, the 
fortresses of Givet and of Langres, with the territory which 
surrounds them for a distance of ten kilometres, and the pen- 
insula of Havre as far asa line drawn from d’Etretat in the 
direction of St. Romain, will. remain without the German 
oceupation, The two belligerent armies and their advance 
posts on both sides will hold themselves at a distance of at 
least ten kilometres from the lines traced to separate their 
positions. 

Each of the two armies reserves to itself the right to main- 
tain its authority in the territory which it occupies, and to 
employ the means which its commandants judge necessary to 
arrive at that end. 

The armistice is equally applied to the naval forces of the 
two countries, adopting the meridian of Dunkerque as the 
line of demarcation, to the west of which the French fleat 
will hold itself, and to the east of which the German vessels 
of war which are found in eastern waters will retire as soon 
as they can be notified. The captures which may be made 
after the conclusion and before the notiiication of the armis- 
tice will be restored; as well as the prisoners which may be 
made on one side or the other, in engagements which may 
take place in the interval indicated. The military opera- 
tions upon the region of the departments of the Doubs, of 
the Jura, and of the Cote d’Or, as well as the siege of Bel- 
fort, will continue, independent of the armistice, up to the 
moment of agreeing upon the line of demarcation, of which 
the course across the three departments mentioned Has 
been reserved for a subsequent understanding. 


Art. 2. The armistice thus agreed upon has for its object } 


to permit the Government of the National Dofence to con- 
voke an Assembly freely elected, which shall pronounce upon 
the question, to wit: Whether the war shall be continued, 
or upon what conditions peace ought to be made. 

The Assembly will meet in the city of Bordeaux. 

Every facility will be given by the commanders of the 
German armies for the election and meeting of the deputies 
who are to compose it. 

Arr. 3. There will be made itimediately a surrender ty 
the German army by the French military authority of al? 
the forts forming the perimeter of the exterior defence of 
Paris, as well as of their material of war. The communes 
and the houses situated outside of that perimeter or between 
the forts may be occupied by the German troops as far as 4 
line to be traced by the military commissaries. The ground 
remaining between that line and the fortified wa!) of the city 
of Paris will be forbidden to armed forces of both parties. 
The manner of surrendering the forts and the course of the 
line mentioned will form the object of a protocol to be an- 
nexed to the present convention, 

Arr. 4. During the continuance of the armistice the Ger- 
man army will not enter within the city of Paris. 

Art. 5. The wall (enceinte) will be disarried of its ¢ innons, 
the carriages of which will be transported to. the forts to be 
designated by a commissary of the German army. 

Art. 6. The garrisons (army of the line, mobile guards, 
and marines) of the forts and of Paris will be prisoners of 
war, save a division of 12,000 men, which the military au- 
thority in Paris will preserve for interior service. 

‘Phe troops, prisoners of war, will deposit their arms, which 
will be collected in the designated places and delivered ac- 
cording to rule by commissaries according to custom; the 


troops will remain in the interior of the city, the wall of | Ow: 0sses°were 600 killed and wounded. 


which they may not pass during the armistice. ‘The French 
authorities will have the charge of watching that every indi- 
vidual belonging to the army and to. the mobile guard will 
remain consigned to the interior of the city. 

The officers of the imprisoned troops will be designated by 
a list to be sent to the German authorities. 


At the-expiration of the armistice all the soldiers belong- 


ing to the army consigned in Paris will have to constitute 
themeelyes prisoners of war to the German army if the peade 
is not concluded by then. 


“as Yor, the:cdin pletdd oceupation of all the forts arunnd Paris, 





Arr. 7. The Garde Nationale will retain its arms; it will 
be charged with the guard of Paris and the maintenance of 
order. It will be the same with the gendarmerie and the 
assimilated troops employed in the municipal service, such 
as the republican guard, custom-house officers, and firemen ; 
the total of this category shall not exceed 3,500 men. 

All the corps of francs-tireurs will be dissolved by an ordi- 
nance of the French government. 

Art. 8. As soon as possible after the signature. of these 
presents and before taking possession of the forts the com- 
mander-in-chief of the German armies will give every facility 
to the commissaries whom the French government may send, 
as well to the departments as abroad, to prepare the revictu- 
alling, and to bring near to the city the merchandise which 


Art, 9. After the sarrender of the forts, and after the dis- 
armament of the enceinte and of the garrison stipulated in 
articles 5 and 6, the revictualling of Paris shall go on freely 
by means of the railways and rivers. 

The provisions destined for this reyictualling cannot be 
drawn from the region occupied by the German troops, and 
the French gévernment engages to make the acquisition 
outside of the line of demarcation which surrounds the posi- 
tions of the German armies by means of the counter authori- 
zation given by the commandant of the latter. 

Art. 10. All’ pérsons who wish to quit the city of Paris 
must be provided with regular permits} delivered by the 
French military authority, and submitted to the inspection 
of the German advance posts. These permits and visas will 
be accorded by right to the candidates to the deputation from 
the country and tothe deputies to the Assembly. 

The cireulation of the persons‘who may have obtained the 
authorization indicated will not be permitted except between 
the hours of 6 in the morning and 6 at night. 
Art. 11. Thecity of Paris will pay a municipal contribu- 
tion of war of the sum of two hundred millions of francs 
This payment will have to be completed before the fifteenth 
day of the armistice. The mode of payment will be deter- 
mined bya mixed commission, German and French. 
Art, 12. During the continuance-of the armistice theré 
will be nothing removed from the public property capable of 
serving as gage for the recovery of the contributions of war. 
Art. 13. Theimportation into Paris of arms, of munitions, 
or of matters serving for their fabrication, will be interdict- 
ed during the continuance of the armistice. 
Art. 14. The exchange of uli the prisoners of war who 
have been made by the French army since the commence- 
ment of the war will be immediately proceeded with. To 
this end the French authorities, after the shortest delay, will 
send lists naming. the German prisoners of war to the mili- 
tary authorities at Amiens, Le. Mans, Orleans, and Vesoul. 
The liberation of the German prisoners of war will take place 
at the points nearest tothe frontier. The German authorities 
will sendin exchange to the same point, and after the. least 
possible delay, am equal number of French prisoners of war 
of corresponding grades to the French military authorities. 
The exchange wiil extend to prisoners of thé’ bourgeoise 
condition, such as the captains of vessels of the German mer- 
chant marine and the French civil prisoners who have been 
confined in Germany. 
Art. 15. A postal service for letters not sealed will be or- 
ganized between Paris and the departments by way of the 
general headquarters at Versailles. 
In faith of which the undersigned have invested the present 
convention with their signatures and their seals. 
Done at Versailles January 28, 1871. BISMARCK. 
FAyRe. . 
29. Despatch from the Emperor of Germany : 


Yesterday evening a three weeks’ armistice was signed. 
Line and mobile are prisoners of war and confined in Paris. 
Garde Nationale Sedentaire undertakes the maintenance of 
order. We occupy all forts. Paris remains blockaded, and 
may victual itself when the arms have been delivered. 

A Constituent Assembly will be called at Bordeaux in four- 
teen days. The armies in open field retain possession of thtir 
several districts, with neutral zones between them. 

This is the first blessed reward for the patriotism, the 
heroic courage, and the heavy sacrifices. I thank God for 
this new mercy; may the peace follow soon. WILLIAM. 
The occupation of St. Denis and the forts about Paris 
takes place without opposition. 

The advance guard of the south army (Fourteenth di- 
vision) reached this,afternoon the retreating French army 
five miles west of Pontarlier on the Swiss border. The 
villages Sombatourt and Chaffois taken by storm. In 
these engagéments' the Germans take ten guns, seven 
mittaillewrs, two geuerals, forty-five officers, and about 
4,000 men. 

30; Manteuftel’s army takes Frasne with 2,000 pris- 
oners and two eagles. The roads are covered with arms 
thtown away by Bourbaki’s men, who now have no 
means of escape on French soil. 

30, To the Empress and Queen in Berlin : 

The surrender of the forts, including St. Denis, took place 
yesterday without any opposition or disturbance. a 
From our siege batteries I saw the Prussian’ flag float over 
Igsy. ; 

To-day thaw.and snow. 

Just.now the, Fifth Rifle battalion came in, which since 
the 19th of September has stood on foreposts, and still looked 
exdéllént ; ft Fost in fhe last sortie 5 officers and 80 men. 
WILLIAM. 


7 


Some anonymous friend-of the late Provost-Marshal- 
General, Colonel Fry, has lemppeeh® from Maine a 
copy of the Portland Daily Advertiser containing an ex~- 
tract from a report made “by certain commissioners, act- 
iug under the authority of the Maine Legislature, in the 
investigation of enlistment frauds during the late war. 
In the course of their report, of which Colonel Fry, has 
since obtained a complete copy, they indulge themselves 
in some reflections upon his official character and .the 
conduct of his bureau during the war. The Oolorel.is 
naturally indignant that an investigation of this na- 
ture, professing to deal with the transactions of his of- 
fice and throwing aspersions on his official character, 
should be conducted without calling on him for any in- 
formation or giving him the slightest opportunity tobe 
heard. He has accordingly issued in reply a circular 
letter, in which he effectually disposesof the charges 
brought against him, showing that the instructions given 
by him to a commission appointed to determine the cred- 
its to which the State of Maine was entitled were, 
whether right or wrong, not his own, but those of Mr. 
Stanton, and were contrary to his.own recommendations. 
In regard to the other charges he says: 

Besides the charge I have just explained, the commissioners say 
that by mere private endorsement credit was allowed for a Marine 
Corps list in the handsof Pike and Colby to districts and subdistricts 
in Maine, and that by similar endorsement a like credit was al- 
jowed upon a list in the hands of G. P. Cochrane to districts 
and subdistricts in the State of ——. The commissioners Say 
there does not seem to them tohave been the slightest “ pretext of 
law or propriety” to vindicate the allowance of these two lots o¢ 
credits. Let us see first as to the“law.” The act of July 4, 
1864, section 8, governing on this subject, said the men therein de- 
scribed should be credited “‘ upon satisfactory proof of their resi- 
dence being made” —not to these commissioners, but ‘ to the Secre” 
tary of War.” As the commissioners do not know, or evén préténd 
to know, that “satisfactory proof” was not made “ to the Sécréta- 


of War,” their charge must be regarded as the mere assertion of 
= bagetive. Granting for thesake of the arguinent ith all 


that * wisd fter the fact, acquired by the light of att te ‘s,” 
* wisdom after , L 
the commissioners have ascertained that the truth revarding ome 
or all of these credits would not now justify their ances and 
still it will not follow that they ought not to have been ed at 
the time on proof that was then satisfactory to the Secretary of 
War-{ It is sufficient on the point of “‘ propriety” to sa: the ac- 
tion in these cases cannot be properly sed upon t a full 
knowledge of the circumstances under which it was taken, phe 
commissioners lacked that knowl , andcould not have a red 
much for the General fea- 


it, even if they had tried to do so. 
tures of such credits as were allowed. : , 
Now in relation specially to the so-called ‘“ Marine Corps list” and 
the “list held by G. P. Cochrane,” which the commissioners say 
wefe credited by “ mere private endorsement.” I made no‘ mere 
private endorsements” on papers for the allowance of credits, and 


if I had done so, my subordinates would not have been in 
ing them. The ‘‘ Marine Corps list” came to the War 
artment with an official letter dated October 7, 1864, from Major 
Nicholson. inspector of the Marine ae om a officer to fr 
the facts in relation to these men. He desired that they should be 
credited to the localities “ set —— their names.” - list was 
forwarded to Major Littler, with directions to credit, “ provided 


they have not been heretofore credited.” 

Of the ‘Cochrane list ” I know nothing, having no recollection of 
any such listor.transaction as that set forth; andI am 

that the records of my office furnish no information on the 

I never knowingly ordered a credit in blank, and if there is a. genu- 
ine signature of mine on the list described by the comn aa 
the Cochrane list, it was obtained les y some Misrepresenta' 
misunderstanding, or fraud ; but until 1 see the list, and can .de- 


termine as to the genuineness of it, and of my ure, | core 


I 
tainly think there is forgery init. The co: tit 
have seen none of these “ mere private endorsements,” 
their (existence, on “verbal testimony.” They say, “ we have 
only verbal testimony of the special orders to the nares borne 
on the Mariné Corps lists offered by Pike, Colby, and foshrape.” 
‘They do not say in terms, that these mere private end 

were mine, but I infer from the context t mean it. 

But in determining the responsibility for credits and their con- 
sequences, which the commissioners place entirely on my 
there are some other points to be borne in mi The State and 
town authorities, sought and accepted these credi and imowing- 
ly paid bounties forthem. The General Government 

exact nor regulate these payments. it could do in ; Fegard, 
it did do—that is, set the example of paging bounties for, and to 
actual recruits only. It is a significant fact, there were few or 


no frauds in the matter of ent, bovnties, It was, 
the duty of the.lowns to see fiat their bounties were ho af 


pooperly ase It a my duty to see that men were 
for service. w well the former was pororme?, indigoted 
by the re of these commissioners; how well oe iy be 





Wier Gatored on the dutiesof Puovast-Marshal-Genoral fn, 1800 
en I entered on aie. 
and that, notwithstanding all its ph Ai it contatted wie and 
* Telooke like ve ene to.say the least of it, f the 
It looks like very i ice, to say é } ‘or the au- 
thorities in Maine to have sought and accepted paper credits, and 
to have openly and voluntarily paid large sums of money to scoun- 
pole fas Coekr port in eee NG aoe Oat ptstalaty leaner takes a 
when the e are smarting under 0! 
their own fol , for another class of authorities to come out and 
condemn the General Government as onlpable. and as the cause of 
ye emer ae they ——s upon — é ie 
no power to regulate local boun or 
guminin theme I was, when the war closed, actively ee, im the 
rosecution of* perpetrating theseffrauds. or 
Ui 


Some 
‘orty of the worst cases were under arrest by my Durewu abou it 
n ’ 
mn One <f _— 


twenty of which had been regularly tried by 





error,of eight days;in calculating the amount of provi- | wax; my services were, by, many, 
sions left in Paris, aud that the supply would: run out, | their ennoyaneg to i avideals, € 


nation. ve 


- “ 
FEBRUARY. Gut. ‘Delaney, & wis est befate these commiiss 
: no ilty—am: of defrauding recruits of mney, 

1, Despatch from the Emperor : 7 towns sud citieg of Majne—and was sentenced to Years 

Bourbaki’s ‘army, abut 80,000 strong, has gone over to pa ee and me father en apne: poy 
Hetitral Switzérland neat Pontarlier by convention. That is, | Pi ™Stitcl, unter the very eyes of the State and town Mice 

P , * * Be . Ld 
thén, the fourth» French army which-has been made inca- | as't understand the law, ‘Within their jurisdiction. Yet no 
pable of further resistance. WILLIAM, aurente or sanishmeiase he x crimes in the State of or 

; ‘ 9 d ‘ re, 5 ures! 

Garibaldi escapes,,Bourbaki’s fate by making a rapid : The a andrunpopular duty of into the 
retreat... Dijon,is opcupied by the Germans after a slight] ranks ofthe Axmy, after folnnterring become es 
engagement. e German Army of the South, ander eke ne bad te aouddabhe Caxplopuhent tn ‘other helds of Solan 
Manteuffel, has captired in three days 2 eagles; 10° guns | | know that I discharged it fat y, industriously, to 
Hi inttraiMeuts, Peenerals, and about: 15,000 men. Its | the eapseaction Ld Af eds officers, and with the cordial: con- 

currence, 80 : know, y Coburn_ar 
ge , the tw tives of Maine ‘with whom T had inter- 

The Freneh-anthorities finding that they made an Copy, tog 46 this duty” wae oe thee tenia 


than by thi import 
bat have looked patiently 








thé German Emperor orders three million rations to be | ang confidently to time, ; and Ishall continue so to look 
sent from the Gatmin' stores. notwithstan¢ in tno dine even hope fr ustios am com- 
5. Despatch froth thé Emperor : a es thea expl 2 neg opened 
On account Of the Tist Gécisive battles, the forced passage A, opportunity 
of the fidstile ‘corps; ‘80,000 strong, to Swiss territory, as well 








The stirréndered officers will retain their arms. 








the victory salute shall be fired. 


WinLiaM. | 


reac! 
would have been had to 
ores ama doe raete el 
prevent, 


. of those frauds in 
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“THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tux Soca, StanpaRp For Orricers.—Of course it would 
be pure snobbery for us to say that officers of the National 
Guard should be selected from what Jenkins calls “ the up- 
per class.” There is no distinct upper class in this country 
in the sense of Jenkins. .Some people are better than others, 
and some richer, and some more cultivated; but there is no 
real class distinction, for the poor get richer, and the rich 
fall precipitately among the poor, and the coarser often be- 
ome wonderfully refined in a generation or two, while you , 
are not always sure of the continuance of refinement when 
wealth and the opportunities it gives for culture have passed 
away, as they do in so very many cases in this country. So 
the surface of our society is always changing, and the philo- 
sophic observer don’t find it so easy to discover ‘‘ the upper 
class’’ or ‘‘ the first people ’’ whose doings the facile pen of 
Jenkins so delights to record. But there are such things as 
social influence and social position, and they are well worth 
consideration by the National Guard, when it sets itself to 
the work of selecting its officers. What are the requisites to 
be sought for in an officer, especially in a New York city 
organization? We should say military competency, power 
@ith men, good moral and social standing, and pecuniary 
means enough to be beyond anxiety on accoun! of the ex- 
penses of the position. Without the first an officer can of 
course never succeed, although he may acquire the respect 
which the three last qualifications pretty assuredly bring. 
With the first, and little of the others, his position is perhaps 
questionable ; but without any of these, his situation becomes 
actually deplorable, and his immediate resignation is a thing 
to be advised as beneficial to the service and saving of his 
own comfort and self-respect. Many men of superior milita- 
ry and moral qualifications are often deterred from accepting 
the position of an officer in the State service simply from the 
lack of pecuniary means. Besides the mere expense of an 
outfit, ete., there are certain other responsibilities which a 
thoughtful man stop: to consider before accepting an official 
position. There is the initiation fee to gain entrance into 
the Board of Officers, and the necessary and consequent 
dues; the helping band in the “deficiency ” fund of com- 
pany and regiment on all occasions (for it is always expected 
that the officers will make up these little or great amounts) ; 
and numerous other expenditures which naturally fall upon 
the officers, and must be met if the respect of subordinates 
and comrades is to be retained. These expenses, we are 
free to say, are often too great, for officers are frequently 
called on to bear more than they vught in reason to be asked 
for. It is a fact moreover that in some of the very 





disobedience of orders duly issued, and failed to pay his dues, 
whereby he became liable to be court-martialled. 

That the court-martial was properly convened, and all its 
proceedings regular. 

That all of the acts of the defendants, and each of them, 
complained of by the plaintiff, and which resulted in his im- 
prisonment, were done in their official capacities, and in 
pursuance of the provisions of the Military Code ; and as the 
defendants did not exceed their authority, they are not an- 
swerable in damages for their proceedings, and no action for 
false imprisonment can be maint ained. 

That the court wherein the plaintiff was tried and convict- 
ed had its origin from the same source.as the court now rep- 
resented by his Honor; and in respect to military persons 
within its jurisdiction, its judicial determinations were as 
binding and as fully protected and authorized by the law of 
the land, as proceedings in the Supreme Oeurt oyér persons 
or matters within its jurisdiction. 

Mr. Vanderpoel, in opposition, admitted the signing 
by the plaintiff of the enlistment paper set forth in 
the moving affidavit, and claimed that such act did not 
make him a member of the Seventy-first regiment ; that no 
company nor regiment was anywhere mentioned in the en- 
listment paper; that the plaintiff never appeared at any pa- 
rade or drill of the Seventy-first regiment ; that the plain- 
tiff appeared before the court-martial only for the purpose of 
informing Major Eunson that there was some mistake, for he 
certainly was not a member of the Seventy-first regiment ; 
that for aught that appeared in any of the papers, the 
Twelfth, Sixty-ninth, or any other regiment of the National 
Guard, had as good a right to court-martial and imprison Mr. 
Yard, as had the Seventy-first; that the court-martial had 
no jurisdiction over him, because he was never a member of 
the Seventy-first regiment. 

Mr. Vanderpoel further argued that the validity of the 
warrant under which Mr. Yard was imprisoned was passed 
upon by Judge Jones on the return of the habeas cur.»us, and 
by him decided to be void, whereupon the plaintiff was dis- 
charged; that the present Military Code became a law 
March 17, 2870, and the old Military Code was then repealed 
without making any provision for the punishment of offences 
committed prior to March 17, 1870; that some of the 
offences for which plaintiff was fined by the court martial oc- 


curred before the present Military Code went into effect ; 


that the plaintiff had been fined for not attending drills as 
well as parades, when the Military Code authorized fines for 
non-attendance at parades only. 

Justice Cardozo took the papers and reserved his decision. 
We have not time ner space in this issue for any extended 
comments, but with the National Guard await the decision 


best regiments of the First division, and in one in par- in this important trial, which, if decided against the State, 


ticular, less money is required to be spent by an officer than 
in commands less conspicuous and of relatively lower stand- 
ing. On the other hand, we know of regiments in the same 
and other divisions, which cannot be called exactly first- 
class, which call on both officers and men for an expendi- 
ture in various ways—for festive entertainments and what 
not—far above the demandsof their more brilliant and suc- 
cessful rival organizations. There are officers enjoying the 
privileges of the Board of Officers, who are debtors to the 
board to a greater or less extent. To so remain must occa- 
jon great uneasiness to the delinquent officer, or he is a 
erson unfit to hold an officer’s place in the National Guard. 
We know of many important and irregular transactions, to 
put it mildly, among officers of the State service, which would 
never bear a close or public scrutiny ; still these officers con- 
tinue to hold positions of prominence and trust. An officer 
of the National Guard assumes a much greater responsibility 
than many of those who accept such a position ever dream 
of. Unless the exact duties and requirements of the place 
are understood, and there is some guarantee of their faithful 
and honest performance, the candidate for a commission should 
be requested to ‘step aside; and if he doesn’t take a polite 
hint, then let him be more rudely set aside to make way for 
a better man. To protect the interests of the service, no 
better means could be employed than a general elevation of 
the standard of the officers by a judicious selection of gen- 
tlemen who shall by their capacity and moral influence 
give tone and character to the commands in which they ex 
ercise authority. 


Leeat Procerpines mx tHE Yarp Casz.—The mo- 
tion to vacate the order of arrest in the suit for false 
imprisonment of Benjamin H. Yard against Major Eun- 
son, General Ward, and Marshal Leubuscher, came on for 
argument on Wednesday last, before his Honor Mr. Justice 
Cardoso. The assistant attorney-general came down from 
Albany an Monday for the purpose of taking part in the ar- 
gament, but could remain no longer than Tuesday. Mr. 
Sewell, therefore, who had been retained by the State as 
counsel to the defendants, was forced to proceed with the ar- 
gument in support of the motion, unassisted. A.J. Vander- 
poel, Esq., appeared to oppose the motion. After the sub- 
stance of the affidavits, now well known to the public, had 
been stated by the respective counsel, Mr. Sewell, to main- 
tain the motion, argued substantially : 

That the plaintiff was lawfully enlisted in the Seventy-first 
regiment N.G@. 8. N. Y., and therefore bound to obey the 


will tend to weaken all future authority of courts-martial, 
and the laws governing the militia. 


First Division Paraps Grounp.—At last the movement 
so frequently urged by us in regard to a parade ground for 
the First division has been made, and on Thursday last, by 
special invitation of Major-General Shaler, a numerous dele- 
gation of the officers of this division visited Albany for the 
purpose of urging upon the Legislature the necessity of an 
immediate passage of the bill for these grounds, introduced 
some time since by Senator Creamer. This bill does not 
provide for any special location for the parade grounds, only 
that they shall be above or north of Fifty-ninth street, and 
in fact there is yet a possibility that they may be included in 
the limits of the Central Park; still we are rather inclined 
to doubt this, as the proposition comes almost too late for the 
proper carrying out of the project. We cannot in this issue 
give any details of the visit of the delegation, which we trust 
will be successful. The grounds will be under the control of 
the Department of Public Works, the First division com- 
mander being an advisory member thereof until the parade 
grounds are definitely located. 


Twe.rra Inrantry.—The annual ball of Company F, 
Captain S. V. Healy, held at the new regimental armory, 
Broadway and Thirty-fourth street, on the evening of the Ist 
inst., was one of the most enjoyable and elegant in its gen- 
eral appointments ever given by this excellent command. 
The spacious drill-room was tastily decorated, yet not marred 


| by a too great profusion ; and this, with the general elegance 


of its fixed adornments and the superb toilets of the ladies, 
gave everything a happy and enticing appearance. These, 
with the unusually courteous attentions on the part of the 
officers and members, made the ball attractive to guests, 
who even at its termination were loath to leave. Early in 
the evening a large delegation, eomposed of the members of 
Company I, Thirteenth Infantry, made its appearance at the 
festive scene, having chartered a four-horse stage as a con- 
veyance from Brooklyn. These members were especially 
invited, and received every attention on the part of Company 
F. The ball closed at an hour long past midnight, and the 
following named gentlemen deserve commendation for its 
successful management throughout : Reception Committee— 
Captain 8. V. Healy, Sergeant J. Burkhart, Corporal R. 
Prentice, Veteran J. Oowney, Veteran J. Downey. Floor 
Committee—Lieutenant Charles S. Burns, Sergeant E. H. 
Healy, Corporal C. Owens, Corporal J. Macauley, Veteran 
J. Schreyer, Veteran Thomas Houston, T. McKinney, 8. 


orders of the officers appointed over him, and that he was) Dayton. Police Committee—Sergeant C. P. Smith, Sergeant 


within the jurisdiction of the Military Code. 


W. D. Ivans, Corporal M. Gordon, J. J. Robson, M. Clear, 





Thas the plaintiff was. absent ;from drills and parades, in | F. Keller, @. A. Davis, J. Palmer. 


Tae Cauico SociaBLz of Company I, Twelfth Infantry, 
“National Greys,” took place at Irving Hall on Wed- 
mesday evening last. Though nature wore her angriest 
frown, and the cold drizzle that saturated the wayfarer was 
most depressing, and suggestive of a warm fireside, yet the 
§ ay company at Irving Hall were as fresh in their toilets and 
as unruffied in spirits as ifthe elements had worn iheir 
kindliest smile. A numerous company was present when the 
dancing commenced at half—past nine, the gentlemen in 
uniform or evening dress, the ladies in every conceivable 
toilet that woman’s ingenuity could fashion from bright eali- 
coes, cambrics, and muslins; and the effect of the cheap 
but tasteful- dresses, as seen from the gallery, where their 
texture could not be recognized, was really brilliant and 
imposing. The music was worthy of Grafulla and his happy 
band. Everybody had a delightful evening; and we cor- 
dially express our admiration of the executive ability of the 
gentlemen who arranged and carried out the programme. 
One novel feature of the ball was the distribution of per- 
fumed handkerchiefs with the order of dancing printed upon 
them. 


Ninta Inranrry.—This command for some time past has 
been much like those peripatetic families who at a certain 
season of the year insist on changing their household goods 
and chattels from one house to another. During this period 
of change chaos naturally rules, and the members of the 
household feel decidedly unpleasant during the transition. 
Some time since grand alterations were commenced in the 
armory of this command—in fact, it was enlarged to the full 
extent of another building, and other improvements started, 
with every probability of the speedy completion of one of the 
most spacious armories in this vicinity. For some time past, 
however, all work has stopped on the building, and the mem- 
bers have been compelled to locate themselves within a par- 
tially finished structure, and to suffer the unpleasant results 
thereof. This, we learn authoritatively, is to be immediately 
remedied, and work will be commenced soon, and the armory 
of the glorious Ninth completed with all despatch, so as to 
be ready for general drill purposes when the season is 
over. A regiment of the material of the Ninth could scarcely 
exist without a varying series of sensations. The last is the 
public announcement of its proposed trip to Boston in June 
next. There was a proposition of a similar character made 
last season, and publicly announced in all the papers, but 
for reasons unknown to us the regiment never undertook the 
trip, but instead, late in the season, encamped out of the 
State. Nevertheless, we wish the present project all success. 
The following from a Boston contemporary would seem to 
indicate that the trip is really to occur : 


Early last fall it was stated that the Ninth New York regiment, 
Colonel James Fisk, Jr., had voted to visit Boston, and the report 
was so far credited that the plan of reception was discussed. How- 
ever, as weeks went on and the regiment did not make its appear- 
ance, it was almost decided by military officials in this vicinity 
that the contemplated excursion had been abandoned. Yesterday 
morning a committee of the Ninth, consisting of Captain G. A. 
Fuller and Surgeon C. A. Pollard, arrived here in company with 
the commander himself for the purpose of arranging the plans for 
the excursion with some of our military gentlemen. The commit- 
tee was received at Young’s hotel by several of the officers of the 
First regiment M. V. M., Colonel Johnston, and the whole matter 
was thoroughly discussed. The regiment will probably leave New 
York on Friday evening, June 14, by a special boat, reaching this 
city at an early hour the next morning. It will be accompanied 
by its band of 100 pieces, and a full drum corps. Gilmore’s band 
and the regimental drum corps will receive the Ninth and escort“ 
them to some hotel for breakfast. After a short rest the line will 
be reformed and will move to Charlestown, to take part in the 
celebration of the 17th. In the afternoon a dress parade will take 
place on the Common, and in the evening from 8 to 12 o'clock a 
levee is to be given in Music Hall, with music by both the above 
mentioned bands. The visitors will leave for home in a special 
boat on Sunday, another dress parade being given previous to their 
departure. The entire arrangements have not been completed as 
yet, but the above is the programme as far as arranged. 


ExveventH Inrantry.—While many of the regiments of 
the First division are luxuriating in new and more convenient 
armories, the gallant old Washington Rifles have at last, 
like the old horse, been turned out of their old home or 
armory, the building having been deemed by the proper 
authorities as unsafe for drill purposes. General orders 
issued by the regimental commander, Colonel Funk, an- 
nounces this fact as follows: ‘‘The building now occupied 
by the Eleventh regiment as an armory and drill-room hav- 
ing been condemned by a committee appointed by the Super- 
intendent of Buildings as unsafe, it is hereby ordered that 
all drills cease in said building until further orders.”” The 
several companies of this command are directed to assemble 
at the State Arsenal, corner of Seventh avenue and Thirty- 
fifth street, for wing drills, in fatigue dress, gray trousers, 
white gloves, and with side arms only—right wing, April 5 
and 14; Jeft wing, April 6 and 17. Line will be formed at 
7:45 Pp. mM. Quartermaster-Sergeant Henry L. Schaffner has 
been appointed sergeant-major, vice H. Sussmann, returned 
to his company, and Private Fred. Wohn of Company B, 
quartermaster-sergeant, vice Henry L. Schaffner, promoted. 


Turrry-szconp Inraxtry.—This regiment, Colonel Roebr, 
mustered in its eighth company (H) on the 24th ult., and is 
now equal in strength to any regiment of the Eastern District 
of Brooklyn. Captain Livingston, of the Eleventh brigade 
staff, acted as mustering officer, and the company bids fair 
to equal any of its competitors in the Thirty-second. Colonel 
Roehr, the energetic commandant of the regiment, into which 
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the battalion has now grown, deserves not a little praise for 
the measures displayed in increasing his command, as it has 
thus far excelled all others in the Second division. Brevet 
Captain Karcher, the adjutant of this command, is well up 
in his duties, and, like the colonel, manifests great interest 
in the general welfare of the regiment. 


Forry-sevexts Inrantry.—This regiment is -directed to 
assemble’at the armory for drill and instruction as follows : 
March 22, in fatigue uniform; April 5, in dress uniform. 
Roll call of companies at 8 o’clock p.m. The right and left 
wings of the regiment will be drilled in competition on the 
5th of April. Members not provided with dress uniforms 
will see the importance of procuring their outfits at an early 
date. The drill of the 22d of March will be preparatory to 
the competition drill of the 5th of April. A more prompt 
attention to the service of notices or orders and the return of 
squad warrants is ordered. Should a non-commissioned 
officer be deprived of his warrant, it will be the penalty of 
non-observance of this section, to which attention has been 
repeatedly called. 

The following changes are’ announced in the regiment : 
Resignations—Wm. H. Heathcote, captain Company F; 
Edwin H. Johnson, first lieutenant Company D; N. Wilson 
Leighton, surgeon; J. Hyatt Smith, chaplain; Orin Cross, 
hospital steward. Appointments—Assistant Surgeon E. N. 
Pendleton to be surgeon, vice Leighton, resigned ; William 
Howell Taylor to be chaplain, vice Smith, resigned ; Right 
General Guide A. J. Reeve to be hospital steward, vice Cross, 
resigned ; Left General Guide Wm. H. Hubbell to be right 
general guide, vice Reeve, promoted; John J. Davies of 
Company I to be left general guide, vice Hubbell promoted. 
W. R. Thomas has been expelled from Company B, which 
action is approved by Colonel David E. Austin. 


Firta Inrantry.—This regiment is ordered to assemble 
(by wing) at the State Arsenal, corner of Thirty-fifth street 
and Seventh avenue, in fatigue dress, as follows: Right 
wing, comprising Companies F, D, K, I, and E, on the 23d 
inst. ; left wing, comprising Companies B, A, H, C, and G, 
on the 24th inst. Line will be formed at 8 o’clock P. M. 
precisely, on each occasion. Captain Zimmer of Company I 
will detail one corporal and two privates on the 23d inst., 
and Captain Krumweide of Company C will make a like de- 
tail on the 24th inst. 

Seventa Inrantry.—This regiment is ordered to assemble 
for battalion drill, in fatigue dress, white belts, as ‘follows: 
Right wing, Companies H, A, D, @, and C, March 17 and 29; 
left wing, Companies I, B, #, K, and E, March 23 and April 
3. Assembly at 8 p.m. Private Gordon Burchard having 
been expelled by Company A the action of said company is 
confirmed by Colonel Clark. The following-named non-com- 
missioned officers have passed the board ‘of examination, 
and have received warrants as non-commissioned officers in 
this regiment : First Sergeant Francis W. Bacon; Sergeants 
William Broadhurst, Jr., C. L. Cozzens, and Henry S. Steele ; 
Corporals Horace Bacon, Granville F. Dailey, Charles R. 
Hone, George A. Jones, Frank A. Mackenzie, John Morrow, 
and H. C. Nathan. 


Firty-rirta Inrantry.—This Franco-Prussian organiza— 
tion of the National Guard on the 13th instant proposes giving 
a grand reception to its friends, at Irving Hall. Any one 
who has once attended these regimental receptions is always 
anxious to again obtain cards of invitation, as the Garde 
Lafayette and its gallant commandant Colonel Allen are 
noted for hospitality and “generous attentions. Then, 
again, the Garde parade many handsome women and pretty 
vivandieres on the annualoccasion. Thecards of invitation 
are remarkable for their general neatness and beauty. 


Various Irzems.—Company E, Forty-seventh Infantry, on 
the 15th inst. will give its “‘ ninth season ’’ promenade con- 
cer at the regimental armory, corner of Foarth and. North 
Second streets, Williamsburgh. This is about the only com- 
pany in the “‘ Burg’’ that pretends to give what are termed 
recherche entertainments......The Allison-Kipp-Seventh-regi- 
ment-Shandley-Legion quarrel is now settled, we trust, be- 
yond the power of resurrection. The story briefly is as fol- 
lows: Captain Allison became personal in his remarks before 
the board of officers relftive to the ‘‘ Shandley”’ parade. 
Captain Kipp, a participant in said parade, after a too long 
consideration, prefers charges and specifications, but not of 
& proper or convicting character, therefore the brigade com- 
mander refuses to order an arrest, Captain Kipp thereupon 
appeals to division headquarters, for which we see no au- 
thority, as a court had not been ordered. The major-gene- 
ral endorses the brigade commander, and forwards the papers 
to general headquaaters, where the first endorsements are 
approved, and so the natter ends for the present, unless our 


unrelenting friend Kipp pushes it still farther, and takes it | shoulder scales), and their equipments proved them to be in a 


into the civil court, as we learn he proposes...... On Monday 


evening last First Sergeant Truman V. Tuttle was elected evening was spent in witnessing the evolutions of the battal- 
Captain of Company F, Forty-seventh regiment, vice William | jon, and well-merited praise was bestowed by the visiting 
H. Heathcote, resigned. This, perhaps, is an unusual leap | Officials. 


for a sergeant, but it nevertheless was,the apparent desire of 
the entire company and 2 well-deserved promotion of an old 


and faithful member of the regiment. Captain Tuttle was | it arrived at a state of enviable proficiency, and secured « uni- 


of epaulettes......The ‘ surprise’’ en masque of the lady 
friends of Troops F and G, Third Cavalry, on Tuesday even- 
ing last, was undoubtedly one of the most jovial and merry 
affairs of its kind that have ever occurred among the 
troopers. The costumes were gortesque, but taste- 
ful; and the order of dancing was spiced with Ger- 
man and English fanny and familiar phrases......Company I, 
Fifth Infantry, Captain John Zimmer, and its numerous 
friends, had a happy time at ‘the Casino on Wednesday 
evening last, the event being the tenth annual ball of the 
company. Jupiter Pluvious had little effect in preventing 
a large atten dance; and the whole affair was a happy suc- 
cess......The Twenty-third Infantry drill by battalion at the 
State arsenal, Brooklyn, on the evenings of the 14th and 
21st inst...... Company K, Ninth, presents its commander, 
Captain Spencer, with a sword and appurtenances at Apollo 
Hali this (Saturdgy) evening......Company K, Seventy-first, 
gave its grand and recherche reception at the regimental ar- 
mory on Thursday evening last. 





OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS. 


Atzpany.—The Sunday: Morning Press not only continues to 
criticise the regiments of Albany, but recently called 
us to account. In our extract of a report of the drill of the 
Tenth (10th) Infantry faken from that paper lately, by a 
typographical error it was announced as a drill of the Fourth 
(4th) Infantry. The other very grave error was an announce- 
ment of the Burgess Corps instead of the Burgesses Corps. It 
appears,that the Albany Press and Times and their correspon- 
dents of Albany are exercised regarding a certain statement 
in the latter paper in relation to what constitutes the fatigue 
uniform ofa soldier, the Times contending that white gloves 
are an essential portion of it, and that a soldier without 
them cannot be said to be in fatigue. As the Times has ap- 
pealed tc us, by referring to our columns for general orders di- 
recting white gloves to be worn, it is perhaps well for us to 
say that white gloves are only ordered to be worn on dress or 
occasion of ceremony, and can be worn with the fatigue as 
well as with the full dress uniform, if they are so ordered, 
and the occasion requires them; but by no manner of means 
do they constitute an essential portion of the fatigue uni- 
form ; and as for ordinary drills, they are never required, for 
men handle their rnuskets better without them. The same 
should hold good in relation to the wearing of sashes by 
officers when in fatigue uniform, and performing the duties 
appertaining thereto. 

We take from the Press an account of adrill of the Twenty- 
fifth Infantry held at Albany : 


Colonel Andes caused a few movements to be executed, after 
which the battalion was turned over to the major by the 
adjutant. The battalion was composed of five commands, 
about nine files each ; the first company single rank. While 
executing the mancal all the officers kept their swords at a 
carry when parade rest was ordered. Fixing bayonets, 
both hands were used to draw the bayonet. Charging bay- 
onets, the rear rank of the second company came to arms- 
port twice. The major explained the difference between pa- 
rade rest and rest, and ordered parade rest a number of times, 
and held them in the position for a few moments. Some few 
files were steady, the majority not. A number were not in 
proper position ; one man in the second company and one in 
the fifth were so inattentive that the major ordered them 
outof the line. Wheeling into line of battle from columns 
of companies is not a successive formation ; but all the cap- 
tains, except the captain of the third company, supported 
arms after completing the movement. — 

Marching in line of battle, some captains went to the right 
or then to the left of their companies; we could not tell 
whether a right wing was supposed to be present or that the 
battalion was complete. When two captains occupy one in- 
terval, the junior should take his place in the rear rank, in- 
stead of both remaining inthe front rank. At the com- 
mencement of the drill all ihe guides inverted their pieces in 
all formations. In all the alignments the companies were 
halted so near the line or a little over it, that the files were 
obliged to dress back instead of forward. 2 

At the conclusion of the drill, the usual pounding of the 
floor with the butts of the pieces was noticeable. The drill 
was an improvement upon all former ones we have attended. 
The mavements were made without confusion, and the men 
were steadier than heretofore, and the attention was good. 
The major is a good drill-master, understands the move- 
ments, gives his orders plainly, explains the movements 
clearly without tautology, and is cool and collected. 


Raope Istaxp.—From the annual report of Quartermaster- 
General Flagg of this State we make a brief extract of the 
interesting report of the inspection of Providence’s most prom- 
inent commands, which are perhaps better known in New York 
city than those of any other portion of Rhode Island’s militia: 


First Light Infantry.—There were present ninety-six men, 
rank and file, forming a battalion of four companies, also seven 
drummers (being the drum corps of the cadet company), the 
whole under the command of Captain Charles R. Dennis. An 
inspection of the arws (the only property the infantry have be- 
longing to the State, except eighty cap pouches and 24 pair 


highly satisfactory condition, better even than when delivered 
to them from the department. Avery pleasant and profitable 


United Train of Artillery, Colonel Harry Allen.—This or- 
anization was formerly known as the Burnside Zouaves. 
While under the command of Colonel Charles D. Jillson 


SS ———e 
such a fine organization. The ,armory of the company has 
been thoroughly repaired during the past year, but its loca- 
tion. and narrow limits render it unsuitable, for so large & 
number of men to drillin. The organization will endeavor 
to supply themselves at an early date with a hall better 
suited to their tastes and purposes. There were present for 
inspection seventy-two, rank and file. The arms and. 
equipments were in such a condition as the character of the 
command would lead one to suppose they would be—good. 


An ‘‘ American Guarp” Recruit.—Colonel Harry Allen, 
well known in New York and Providence as a good officer, # 
whole-souled, generous friend of New York’s military gentle- 
men, and commandant of the “ United Train of Artillery, ” 
gained his first military experience in the ranks of the Seven— 
ty-first regiment of New York. The following sketch of his 
service, published originally in the “ History of Connecticut 
in the War,’’ and republished in the report of the Quarter- 
master-General of Rhode Island, will be found interesting to 
many of our readers : 


Colonel Allen enlisted as a private in Co B, Seven- 
ty-first regiment New York State Militia, on the 20th of 
April, 1861, and served in the first three months’ cam . 
participating in the battle of Bull Run with Burnside’s “a 
ade, receiving his discharge on the 26th of July. 

On the 28th of August, 1862, he re-entered the service as 
first lieutenant in Company F, Seventeenth regiment Con- 
necticut Volunteers, and was promoted to captain on the 
13th day of April, 1863, in which capacity he served in the 
battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, recei in the 
latter battle a wound which incapacitated him from duty for 
thirty days. 

He rejoined his regiment on Morris Island, South Carolina,. 
where it had been sent with other troops from the Army ef 
the Potomac to reinforce Genera] Gilmore. Upon the evacue- 
ation of the Island by the Confederates, and after arduous. 
duties in the trenches, his regiment was removed to Folly. 
Island, South Carolina, and engaged in several attacks upon: 
the enemy’s batteries on John’s and James’ Islands. 

- When Gilmore’s expedition under General Seymour started’ 
for Florida, the Seventeenth was ordered to join them, and’ 
after defeat at Olustee it remained as part of the garrison at: 
Jacksonville. On the 24th of February, 1864, Captain Allen: 
received his commission as major, and soon after was ordered’ 
with his command to St. Augustine, Florida, to relieve the: 
garrison at that post. While stationed there, detachments. 
of the regiment were engaged in raids into the interior of the: 
State, and it was while returning fro:a an expedition up the. 
St. John’s river that the lieut t-colonel of the regi- 
ment was killed, making the third officer in that rank. 
they had lost in battle. Governor Buckingham immedi- 
ately forwarded to Major Allen his commission as lieutenant-- 
colonel, and he was placed in command of the post of St.. 
Augustine and the force east of St. John’s river. The col-- 
onel of the regiment having been made prisoner by the en-- 
emy some three- months previous, the command of the regis- 
ment from that date until it was mustered out of the ser-- 
vice devolved upon Colonel Allen; and the commendatory let-- 
ters that he received from his superior officer furnish testimony: 
that he faithfully discharged his duties. At the olose-of:the: 
war, while en route north, Colonel Allen was ordered before- 
a board of examination at Jacksonville, and by them recom- 
mended for a position in the Regular Army, which he de-~ 
clined. Colonel Allen is mentioned in high terms, and Gove 
ernor Buckingham in speaking of him says > “ Your 
record reflects credit on yourself and the State.”’ 


Taz BonpHoLpErs.—This is the signifioant designation: 
of an association in the city of Providenee, composed mainly - 
of wealthy gentlemen, many of whom are or have been in 

the military service of the State and country. A well-known. 
and recentiy resigned staff afficer of the New York Twenty-. 
second frequently visits Providence, and some time since 

was elected an honorary member of this organization, which 

exhibits among its other good traits a laudable interest in. 
the cause of temperance, for which also the above—men- 

tioned ex-officer is also a strong advocate. We clip the follow- 

ing paragraph from the Providence Press, which we think - 
needs no further special comment on our part to wake it. 
clear : 


A New Yorker, well known as an honorary member of 
the B. H.’s, has signified his acceptance of an invitation to. 
come to Providence and deliver six temperance lectures, in 
connection with General Daniel Pratt, the great American. 
traveller. The New Yorker would make a good illustration. 


Massacuusetrs—Boston.—The First’ brigade M. V: M.. 
will givea grand military and civic ball at Musio Hall, Bos- 
ton, on the evening of the 16th instant. Brigadier-Gen- 
eral I. 8. Burrill is commandant of the brigade; and the. 
ball is given under the auspices of the officers of the bri- 
gade. We remember some time since reading a published’ 
protest against this ball in a Boston journal, which, to say 
the least, was rather remarkable in its character. We ob—- 
serve, however, that some of the names which were attached. 
to that protest are now among those of the reception com- 
mittee of the ball; so we infer that everything has beer 
amicably arranged. This proposition of a brigade ball is 
original, as is likewise the idea of including the costs of re- 
freshments in the price of the tickets, as the circular reads, 
‘‘ Tickets $5, refreshments included.” Here is a plan that 
is seldom practised by our New York ball-givers, and worthy 
of general adoption. 
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one of the best and most efficient first sergeants in the regi- | form not excelled in beauty ant of any other military com- Descriptive Books 


ments, and this alone should give him the confidence of the 
company as its captain, which undoubtedly he has secured. 
After the election, Major Rogers, who presided, made the 
new officer a handsome ‘gift in the shape of an elegant pair 


pany found a most competent successor in the person of Col- 
onel Allen, who had rendered able service to his country in 
the late rebellion, and was well qualified for the command of 


y in the United States. en Colonel Jillson was called 
‘om the city to accept # position in New York, the com- 
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THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 
Tas, ding to an article in the Financial Chronj- 
cle whieh we q consists of : 

1. og bg or in. already one of the 
great powers of Enrope, but inferior in resources and 
7? Russia, Austria, and France. 

2. territories added to Prussia at the time of the 
Austrian war in 1866, including the kingdom of Hano- 
ver, nearly jall the electorate of Hesse and the grand 
duchy ‘of Nassau, the free city of Frankfort-on-the- 
Main, the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein, and cer- 
tain districts of Bavaria and of the grand duchy of 


3., The twenty-one States besides Prussia which joined 
in the “North German Bund” of 1867 under the military 
leadership of Prussia, including Saxony, Mecklenburg, 
Oldenburg, Weimar, all the Saxon principalities, the 
free cities of Hamburg, Bremen, and Lubeck, and near- 
ly halfof the grand duchy of Hesse. 

4. The South German States, which haye united with 
the late North German Bund in establishing the new 

, in consequence of the French war of 1870. 

‘are Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, Baden, the southern 

hal? df the Cae duchy of Hesse, and the little princi- 
pality of Lichtenstein. 

; four classes make up the new German empire, 
whic ive includes the whole of the territory occupied 

9 | 


n race in Europe, except the German part | just building will be aspotential in the ‘affuirs of Europe 


oy ¢@ Austro-Hungarian empire. This exception is less 
important than is generally supposed. Less than one- 
fourth of the subjects of Austria are of German stuck— 
not quite nine millicns of them, according to the census 
of 1 ia the strictly German provinces of the em- 
‘cover an area of but 22,500 English —_— miles, or 
ittle more than one-ninth of Germany. They are, how- 
evér, the nucleus of Francis Joseph’s empire, and could 
st be severed from it without dissolving the whole. 
Their future is a problem of the deepest intersst. A 
“German party” among the people loox forward 
ststily a union with the rest of their race, regardless 
of the .of the Hapsburg monarchy; while all the 
statesmanship of the Vienna court is diligent in the ef- 
fart to consolidate the new constitutional empire of Aus- 
tria by permanently incorporating its German subjects 
with those of Eastern races. For the present, the con- 
test is one of domestic policy only, and we shall not in- 
cludo them in this discussion. 

A‘secret treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, 
was three years ago concluded between Prussia and the 
South German States, and 1870 found them ready to 
catty it out. In doing 80 they became irrevocably bound 

70 with North Germay, and they haye now joined 

ether in re-establishing the empire. The extent of 
these States is as follows: 


Noe Square miles, area. Population. 
29,330 4,824,421 


eeetenreenee eeteeereeee 





> , 
Wi 1S ee Pret yy 7,528 1,778,396 
PsN Midssssoderececccese 6,909 1,434,970 
Southern Hesse... ..02.+seecceee 1,689 564,475 
Lightenstein......scsesersecrees 62 7,994 
44,518 8,610,256 


ora territory almost equal to the State of New York, 
@ population twice as large, Thus the German em- 

ire, as now reinstituted, possesses 
in extent to New Be and = a te 

Potomac, includi io, and a popalation whi 
amounted in 1867 4 38,767,142, and is now about 40,- 
300,000, or at least 1,500,000 more than the present popu- 
to the best estimates, 


of France, which, accordi 3 
Pap i exactly the same as that of the United States | neuvres.” There were about 200 Seoernprenns, includ- 


’the'census of 1870, 4,000,000 more than the Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy, and is exceeded in number by the 


of no single government in Europe except the 


of Russia. 
‘The tatistics of population will enable us to under- 
stant e actual strength and position of the new em- 
n the family of nations only when regarded in con- 
neétion With other elements of power. Thus, in num- 
bers,as well as in extent and fertility of territory, there 
js still little to choose between Germany and France. 
Alsace and Lorraine contain ether 12,520 square 
miles of territory, and had in 1866, 2,720,450 inhabitants ; 
go'that, if they be transferred to the new empire, Ger- 
will contain 44,000,000, and France not quite 36,- 
of inhabitants; a Se ce naan eye still far 
in, this respect, than has often exis between na- 
me Tegnally matched in the field. And when the 
jac AM trade, and industrial resources of the two coun- 
tries are compared, it will be seen that the disproportion 
im'pépulation would be greatly qualified by these, and 
the two countries might fairly stand as rivals in influ- 
and power, were it not for the one great peculiarity 
many, the Prussian military system. 

“We have no means of forming even an approximate 
estininte of the actual wealth and productiveness of the 
two nations, and have to rely upon general state- 
menta. But these leave no doubt whatever that Irance 
ig the richest epuniey on the continent of Europe, both 

and in proportion to its numbers. The 

D 18 governments are not a final proof of this, 

yet théy ate a strong confirmation of it; and when we 
Ya ae'ene total revenues of the French empire for 
a séries of: years before the war averaged $330,000,000. 

i te revenues of all 


year, while | the aggroga 
The nell governments for the same years were, 
a 


but two-thirds as much, or $217,000,- 

: oe ete teat of the ve financial 
resources Of!the fwo. In railroad mileage 
most ¥ equal, each country having nine » the 
miles in operation in 1867; but the uch railroads 
costly in construction, better equipped, and 

a business ; while they were constructed whol- 

ly by’ ch oapital, which also contributed largely to 
many of the German lines. The receipts of 
the railways in 1866 were $120,670,000 ; those of 
the German lines in 1864, $75,900,000. In 1866 the tele- 
lines of France in length of wire those 
States [in the pretend Germs caine 2 more 
sixty per cen’ official returns the two 
: and 37,000 E: 


oi 


® 


a conntry about equal | lecture to the officers an 





275,285,920 newapepens ; those of all Germany, includ- 
ing Austria, 212,458,399. The number of letters posted 
in Frat.ce was, in 1865, 313,506,797; within the present 
empire of Germany, 301,005,712... The merchant ton- 
nage of the two uations upon the sea was in 1866 al- 
most. the same, but the steam tonnage of France was 
108,328, and that of Germany but 53,881, In 1865 the 
aggregate trade of France, including the wholé of 
the exports and imports, was' estimated at $1,522,000,- 
000; that of the entire German Zollverein, including 
all the States of the mt. empire, has never reach- 
ed much more than half this sum, 

These facts all point in the same direction, and together 
they show eeveeirey that France is a richer land than 


sure, for the difference in population, in an equal strug- 
gle between their resources for leadership in Europe. But 
the German empire, with Prussia for its contre, is essen- 
tially a military society. Every man isa soldier; and 
a larger percentage of traincd men can be at once 
called to arms than in any other country. France 
will not submit to such an’ organization ;. and 
without it she necessarily falls, under any form of gov- 
ernment, to the second place; and Germany is the fore- 
most of the great powers. It isfor this reason, above all, 
that European statesmen in general are inclined to be- 
lieve that for a long time to come the new’ nation 


as France hasever been in the zenith of her strength. 
But the continuance of her power, and whether it will, 
on the whole, be a benefit to herself and to the world, de- 
pend upon other considerations than its nature and 
sources—upon the use she will make of it; and this can- 
not now be foreseen. The spirit and purposes of the 
Hohenzollerns are not the most hopeful feature of the 
newempire. They are narrow, borrowed from the tra- 
ditions of an absolutism characterized by a genius that 
is only military, and by an ambition that is unscrupu- 
lous. But Germany is a nation that cannot be moulded, 
we may hope, by any such influences; and the people 
may be willing to usé the ian monarchy in order to 
work out their own junity, and yet unwilling to be en- 
slaved. There is reason to believe that the unity of 
Germany is the accomplishment of great historical ten- 
dencies, and is henceforth an accomplished and perma- 
nent fact, while the empire and its military system are 
the creatures of an ambition and a will which are the ac- 
cidents of to-day. If this prove to be true, Germany 
may yet outgrow the guidance and control of the men 
who, for their own lower purposes, have led the way to 
her union; may renew herself in social and political 
freedom as well as in strength ; and may yet take her 
place as the vanguard of Europe, in the way to the general: 
happiness of the people, and toa higher civilization, in- 
stead of becoming a terror to the nations around her and 
the vain and reckless instrument of a monarchy that 
seeks aggrandizement and glory. 


THE MANCEUVRES OF THE PRUSSIAN ARMY. 

(From the London Broad Arrow.) ; 
CoLoneEt Bray, First battalion Fourth (King’s Own) 
regiment, delivered a highly interesting and instructive 
non-commissioned officers of 
the different regiments at Aldershot on Wednesday 
evening, in the Prince Consort’s Library, the subject be- 
ing, “The Prussian regulations for conducting great 
manceuyres, and the manner}in which a staffof um- 
pires is used for conducting and controlling such ma- 








ing Lieutenant-General Sir James Hope Grant, G. C. B., 
and the officers of the divisional. Colonel Bray said 
that, in company with Sir Charles Staveley and other 
officers, he visited Berlin in the year 1868. They were 
struck with admiration at the Prussian military system, 
at the way in which the Prussian officers were instructed 
and the practical way all their duties were carried out : 
their military manceuvres had a wonderful similarity to 
war itself, and the officers, from the highest to the 
lowest grade, are practised and trained in the highest 
branches of their profession, and this training is not 
confined to one particular arm of the service, fora Prus- 
sian officer is capable of handling artillery, cavalry, and 
infantry combined. General Trochu says that the ex- 
ercise of the French troops, in time of peace, gave them 
no proper conception of real warfare. He (Colonel Bray) 
Jooked in a diction a few days since for the word 
Officer,” and found that it is defined as a commander 
and leader of men; therefore they ought to be instructed 
s0 as to 7 them a and wet — 
Applause time o e greater p' the 
ean officer’s time is ioe up with regimental duties, 
etc. There are.many things in the Prussian system 
that he would like to see introduced into the British 
army. The mode of training its officers was worth 
following. There wasno use in blinking matters—we 
must march with the age (applause) and modify our 
system of drill and manceuvres. In 1868 he saw 20,000 
Prussian troops drawn up in review order for the Kin 
on, a sandy plain, about t miles from Berlin. Seve 
other officers were with him. All branches of the Prus- 
sian army were represented at the review. They were 
most favorably impressed with the martial bearing of 
Prussian and amazed at seeing such fine 
soldiers after three years’ training; they are not so well 
“set up” asthe British and French soldiers, but their 
officers and sergeants are fine intelligent men. Among 
the officors you will not see any weak or slender, as you 
may sometimes see in the English army. On the day 
isucceeding that of the review, all Berlin seemed to be on 
‘the move, and it was very apparent that something im- 
portant was impending. The cause was the departure of 


the’ poor fps ge , as if me on ~J 
i : , 6ve or a week’ 
styl os, i is ished with a large map 


i . . These Tinted at 
eee 
neral to ieutenant, ca ig map in hi an 
consulta it whenover. the trpops aro halted. Every off 


Prussian books, for to the carrying of 2 map and ra- 
glass he attached & importance; and + Aen ae 
should be at once adopted as parts of the British officer’s 
dress. When the force to which he was attached arrived 
at the ground allotted for it to occupy, the opposing 
force was miles away. The enemy’s object was to out- 
flank their force (the one to which the British officers 
were attached, and which was posted between the “en- 
emy ” and Berlin), and gain the approaches to the capital. 
The ground outside Berlin is sandy, and intersected by 
hedges, ditches, etc. The farmers fix poles in the ground, 
topped with straw, to indicate to the troops that they 
are to avoid the fields as much as possible. Damage done 
to crops is assessed by staff officers and civilians, and 


Germany ; enough richer to compensate, in a great mea- | paid for by the government. The damage done isslight, 


and the farmers like to see the troops in their vicinity ; 
for those surrounding cantonments, such as Aldershot, 
gain greatly by the presence of the troops. Any hedges 
or palings that have been injured during the mancuvres 
ate quickly repaired by the Prussian pioneers, who follow 
their regiments, so that the government has little to pay. 
The defending army went immediately under cover, 
taking ‘advantage of every object that would furnish 
cover or concealment; the artillery and cavalry dis- 
mounted, and the infantry piled arms. Meanwhile ani- 
mated discussions about the enemy’s objects and designs 
were going onamong the officers, and reports from the eav- 
alry scouts and vedeéttes were constantly received. Those 
scouts went out early in the morning, spreading them- 
selves like a fan for miles over the country, penetrating 
woods, searching villages and farmhouses, and by means 
of signals and chains of communication, apprising their 
commanders of any move of the enemy, whose vedettes 
were similarly employed. Those vedettes consisted of 
from one to four men. Officers were looking out with 
the greatest earnestness for the enemy—so earnestly 
that a person was almost convinced that a real enemy 
was in front. The supports of those outposts were con- 
cealed all over the country, behind hay-ricks, farmyards, 
hedges, ditches, ctc. So earnestly and perfectly were 
these duties carried out, that sometimes an officer or a 
single. dragoon was pursued at full speed by a whole 
section. Intelligent mounted orderlies are detailed to 
carry messages. All manceuvres are as strictly carried 
out as if the troops were engaged in action. Such ma- 
neeuvres are never witnessed in this country. At first he 
(Colonel Bray) could not understand the way the ve- 
dettes tried to conceal themselves from him, until he 
found himself suddenly surrounded, when his captors 
would laugh heartily at seeing him dressed in the uni- 
form of a foreign officer. Their cavalry are handled with 
— skill. When he heard of what happened to the 
rench at Weissenbourg, Woerth, and Forbach, he was 
not in the least surprised ; it was what he had anticipat- 
ed at the commencement of hostilities; but our French 
friends ought to have done better. The tecturer would ad- 
vise every cavalry officer to learn the rules of Prussian eav- 
alry, as laid down in the translation by Sir Charles Stave- 
ley. Asour cavalry are but few, their officers ought to be 
acquainted with the most advanced and practical rules 
and mancuyres. Toacolonel of cuirassiers the British 
officer remarked that their horses were badly groomed, 
and their saddles and accoutrements were dirty. The 
colonel replied that it required three years to make a 
dragoon, that their horses:were well groomed, and their 
2scoutrements were clean enough for war; it was for 
war they were learning and not for show. You English 
(continued the cuirassier) pass your time in training 
your officers to be grooms, polishing your saddles, bur- 
nishing your bits and sometimes yourselves with pipes 
clay. The umpire with the Prussian troops {during the 
operations of sham fights and manceuvres is the chief 
commander. When the King is on the ground he is the 
umpire. On the same principle, when His Royal High- 
ness the field marshal commanding-in-chief is at Alder- 
shot, he would be the chief umpire; in his absence that 
duty would devolve on the lieutenant-general command- 
ing. ‘The umpires wear a badge of neutrality round the 
léft arm, and their names are published in orders, so 
that the contending forces can make no mistake 
as to their functions and identity. The umpires place 
themselves between the contending forces, cheek any vio- 
lation of the rules of war, halt any body of troops, order 
it to retire for a certain distance, and remain stationary 
for a specified time. In any such case word is sent to the 
commander, and he makes his dispositions accordingly. 
The umpires prevent the attacking force from advancing 
too quickly, the lines from approaching too closely to one 
another, the cavalry from making ineffective charges, 
and the artillery from going into action in bad posi- 
tions. The decision of the umpire is peremptory and 
final; with him no officer must enter upon a discussion. 
With us (British) as soon as an engagement commences 
there is a jam, because there is no controlling power, 
atid every commander wants to have his own way. 
Strange that we English have umpires at all games) ex- 
cept the most important game of all—the game of war. 
A short time since, on the Frimley Hills, General Lysons 
took up a position. The Fourth regiment were perfectly 
covered by the railway, the Forty-second Highlanders 
were well under cover, the Thirty-third and Sixty-sev- 
enth regiments were intrenched, artillery and cavalry 
were most advantageously placed. Some shots having 
been exchanged, the attacking general came up, and, ad- 
dressing the commanding officer of the Fourth, said, 
“Why don’t you retreat? Why don’t you retire?” The 
commanding officer of the Fourth refased to retire by 
order of the enemy’s general, whose troops fired point- 
blank into the faces of their opponents. Could anything 
be more absurd than to havea general ordering the 
troops of his opponent to retire? (Laughter.) In such 4 
case an umpire, seeing the strong position occupied by 
General Lysons, would request the attacking general to 
make a flank attack, or try some other means to capture 
the position. When the crisis of the Prussian sham fight 
has arrived, and it is apparent that nothing more can be 
done; the battle is ended, and the troops march to their 
bivouac,. which is at gree protected by outposts, vedettes, 
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